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Maricopa County
Parks and Recreation Department

. Trails
T here a re currently nine designa ted tra ils a t the pa rk. T he pa rk is open to non-
m otorized use, including hiking, bicycling, a nd horseba ck riding. Help us protect
the bea uty of the desert by sta ying on designa ted tra ils.
T ra il descriptions (tra il lengths a re listed a s one-wa y, unless otherwise noted
a nd m ost ca n be com bined with other tra ils for a dded m ilea ge):

DYNAMITE TRAIL (DN)
T ra il Length/Dista nce:2.4 m iles (3.8 kilometers)
T ra il R a ting:Modera te
Description:Enjoy a  thrilling journey a s you explore Goldm ine Mounta in. T he
tra il connects to the Goldm ine T ra il nea r the Goldm ine T ra ilhea d a nd winds you
a long the m ounta in side to the S a n T a n T ra il nea r the centra l pa rt of the pa rk.
GOLDMINE TRAIL (GM)
T ra il Length/Dista nce: 2.5 m iles (4.0 kilometers)
T ra il R a ting: Difficult
Description: If you desire a dventure, then you will love the Goldm ine T ra il a s it
ta kes you to the highest point on a ny tra il a t roughly 2,300 feet in eleva tion. T he
tra il begins a t the S a n T a n T ra ilhea d nea r the Visitor Center a nd ends a t the
Goldm ine T ra ilhea d loca ted nea r S kyline Drive on the north side of the Pa rk.
Enjoy a  nice workout with brea th-ta king views from  Goldm ine Mounta in. Be
sure to visit the gra ves of two m iners, Ma nsel Ca rter a nd Ma rion K ennedy,
buried nea r the Goldm ine T ra ilhea d.
HEDGEHOG TRAIL (HG)
T ra il Length/Dista nce: 0.9 m ile (1.6 kilometers)
T ra il R a ting: Modera te
Description: Observe the m a rvelous a rra y of hedgehog ca cti sca ttered a long
the tra il a s you ta ke in bea utiful views of the m ounta ins. T he Hedgehog T ra il
connects to the S a n T a n T ra il a t two different points.
LITTLELEAF TRAIL (LL):
T ra il Length/Dista nce: 0.7 m ile (1.1 kilometers)
T ra il R a ting: Ea sy
Description: Em ba rk on a  quest to discover the bea uty of the Littlelea f Pa lo
Verde T ree. T he Littlelea f T ra il is loca ted north of the S a n T a n T ra ilhea d a nd
connects to the Goldm ine T ra il.
MALPAIS TRAIL (MP)
T ra il Length/Dista nce: 4.2 m iles (6.6 kilometers)
T ra il R a ting: Modera te - Difficult
Description: Pronounced [m a hl-pa h-ees], this tra il invigora tes the m ind a nd
stim ula tes the hea rt through a n a we-inspiring experience a long the ba se of the
Ma lpa is Hills. T he tra il connects to two different points a long the S a n T a n T ra il
in the southwest a rea  of the pa rk.
MOONLIGHT TRAIL (ML)
T ra il Length/Dista nce: 1.3 m iles (2.0 kilometers)
T ra il R a ting: Modera te
Description: Allow your senses to be tickled with the bea uty of the surrounding
la ndsca pe a nd potentia l for viewing wildflowers. T he Moonlight T ra il begins a t
the S a n T a n T ra ilhea d nea r the Visitor Center a nd guides you a long the ba se of
a  m ounta in loca ted in the centra l va lley of the pa rk a nd connects to the S a n
T a n T ra il a t the west end.
ROCK PEAK WASH TRAIL (RP-W)
T ra il Length/Dista nce: 0.9 m ile (1.4 kilometers)
T ra il R a ting: Modera te
Description: Enjoy the bea uty of R ock Pea k a nd the potentia l for wildlife
sightings. T he tra il sta rts a t the R ock Pea k Wa sh T ra ilhea d nea r Brenner Pa ss
R d a nd follows a  wa sh a t the ba se of R ock Pea k before it connects to the S a n
T a n T ra il on the north end.
SAN TAN TRAIL (SA)
T ra il Length/Dista nce: 6.4 m iles (10.3 kilometers)
T ra il R a ting: Modera te - Difficult
Description: T he tra il sta rts a t the S a n T a n T ra ilhea d a nd encom pa sses a  la rge
portion of the pa rk a nd intersects with other tra ils a t va rious points. Enjoy scenic
m ounta in views a t the south end of the pa rk nea r R ock Pea k a nd the Ma lpa is
Hills or hike to the centra l va lley of the pa rk to explore its unique bea uty.
STARGAZER TRAIL (SG)
T ra il Length/Dista nce: 0.8 m ile (1.2 kilometers)
T ra il R a ting: Ea sy
Description: T ra il m eets up with portions of Moonlight a nd S a n T a n T ra ils a s it
ta kes you on a  unique a dventure through the centra l va lley of the pa rk to
explore exhila ra ting views of sa gua ro forests, the Queen Creek a rea , a nd other
fine viewing trea sures.

. Welcome to San Tan Mountain Regional Park
Consisting of 10,198 a cres, this southea st Va lley Pa rk is a  fine exa m ple of the
lower S onora n Desert. T he pa rk ra nges in eleva tion from  a bout 1,400 feet to
over 2,500 feet. Goldm ine Mounta in is loca ted in the northern a rea , with a
specta cula r S a n T a n Mounta in esca rpm ent in the southern portion of the pa rk.
T he vegeta tion va ries from  creosote fla ts to dense sa gua ro forests. Va rious
types of wildlife m a y be observed, including reptiles, birds, m a m m a ls a nd
a rthropods.
. Park Rules
PLEASE OBSERVE PARK RULES! Pa rk rules a re posted throughout the pa rk;
they a re a lso a va ila ble a s a  ha ndout.
. Park Information
S a n T a n Mounta in R egiona l Pa rk wa s esta blished in 1986, through a
coopera tive a greem ent with the Burea u of La nd Ma na gem ent (BLM) a nd a n
intergovernm enta l a greem ent between Ma ricopa  a nd Pina l County. S a n T a n is
loca ted a t the crossroa ds of diverse com m unities, regions, a nd cultures. T he
pa rk is in dem a nd to m eet the needs of a  regiona l a rea  extending south from
centra l Ma ricopa  County a nd the Ea st Va lley of m etropolita n Phoenix, into
northern Pina l County. It is im porta nt tha t certa in irrepla cea ble na tura l open
spa ce resources be preserved a nd tha t conserva tion m a na gem ent guidelines
be esta blished by the residents of the region to insure the integrity of the S a n
T a n Mounta ins a ga inst degra da tion.
Loca ted just south of the Ma ricopa /Pina l County line nea r the T own of Queen
Creek, S a n T a n Mounta in R egiona l Pa rk ha s been used for deca des for va rious
recrea tion a ctivities such a s hiking, equestria n riding, a nd m ounta in biking. T he
pa rk is rich with unique historica l, cultura l, a nd biologica l resources. T he pa rk’s
m a ster pla n seeks to provide progra m m ed recrea tion a ctivities tha t m eet the
needs of the existing users, future pa rk visitors, a nd the growing Ea st Va lley
popula tion while protecting the pa rk's na tura l, S onora n Desert m ounta in
environm ent.
A Visitor Center with restroom  fa cilities, souvenir item s, fa scina ting wildlife
displa ys a nd loca l a rtifa cts is a va ila ble a t the m a in pa rk entra nce loca ted on
Phillips R oa d. R ela x outside nea r the Visitor Center by viewing the Buddy
Pond, enjoying a  sna ck a t one of our picnic ta bles, observing the chuckwa lla  or
desert tortoises pla ying in their outdoor enclosures, or pa ying tribute a t the
N a tha n Ma rtens Arizona  Mem oria l (honoring the fa llen soldiers from  the Ira q
a nd Afgha nista n Wa rs). Additiona l a m enities a re sla ted for future developm ent.
. Camping
Camping is prohibited. S a n T a n Mounta in R egiona l Pa rk is currently a  da y-
use only pa rk.

Note: Travel can be arduous if you are not prepared. Always carry plenty
of water, use protection from the sun, and let someone know where you
are going.

Ma ricopa CountyPa rks@m a ricopa .gov
www.m a ricopa countypa rks.net

. General Information
Pa rk hours va ry by sea son a nd ga tes close nightly. A per-vehicle entry fee
is required. Plea se use the self-pa y sta tion when the entra nce booth is not
sta ffed. For further inform a tion plea se conta ct the Pa rk Office.
Ma iling Address:
S a n T a n Mounta in R egiona l Pa rk
6533 W. Phillips R d.
Queen Creek, AZ  85142
Telephone: (602) 506-2930 #7
E-m a il:
Web site:

@MCPa rks

Ma ricopa CountyPa rks

S a nT a nMtnPa rk


