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Ÿ To hide from predators, American snouts mimic a dead leaf with closed wings. 
The “snout” (modified sensory organs) appearing like the stalk of a leaf. When 
open, the bright colors of the wings' top side are used in a mating display.

This month we are learning all about the American snout butterfly. Here are some 
key facts:
Ÿ Migrating American snouts can number in the millions in the southern U.S. 

when conditions are right. 

Ÿ Its larval host plant is the desert hackberry (Celtis pallida), Pollination of 
hackberry bushes by snouts and other insects results in the production of juicy 
orange berries, which are heavily fed upon by both birds and small mammals in 
the fall.  

Sources:
Ÿ Dimmitt, MA, PW Comus, and LM Brewer. 2015. A Natural History of the Sonoran Desert. 2nd Edition. Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum 

Press and University of California Press. 575 p. 
Ÿ eButterfly. 2023. Species profile: American snout. Available from: https://www.e-butterfly.org/ebapp/en/species/profile/203 
Ÿ Hall, DW and JF Butler. 2021. Featured Creatures: American snout. University of Florida Department of Entomology & Nemotology. 

Available from: https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/bfly/american_snout.htm 
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