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MEMORANDUM 
 
Date:        November 18, 2025 
 
To: Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 
 
From: Jennifer Waller, Director 
 
Re: Director's Summary of Current Events 

 
 
Listed below are activities the department has been involved with during September and October 2025. 
 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR: 
• Parks FY26-28 Fee Proposal: Maricopa County Board of Supervisors public meeting and vote on December 

10, 2025, at 9:30 a.m.   
• Master Plan Update: Moving San Tan Regional Park up by one year (2026) and Lake Pleasant Regional Park 

back by one year (2027). 
 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEMS: 
Date/Status Tracking Number Summary 
10/22/2025 
Approved 

C-06-26-123-X-00 DONATION REPORT - PARKS AND RECREATION 
In accordance with County Policy A2508, accept the 
monthly donation report received from Parks and 
Recreation for September 2025, for a cash value of $785.30 
and a non-cash value of $0. 

11/05/2025 
Approved 

C-30-15-004-M-11 AMENDMENT TO MONOPOLE USE MANAGEMENT 
AGREEMENT WITH CROWN CASTLE AT LAKE PLEASANT 
Approve and execute a Consent Request (the "Consent") to 
the Use Management Agreement (the "UMA") entered into 
between Maricopa County and Crown Atlantic Company, 
LLC, dated October 29, 1999 (C-73-00-002-1-00) and as 
amended (C-30-15-004-M-00 through C-30-15-004-M-10).   
 
The Consent grants approval for modifications to the 
existing Crown Castle monopole communications tower at 
Lake Pleasant Regional Park. The work includes removing 
the existing three-foot microwave dish and replacing it 
with a new four-foot microwave dish for carrier AT&T, as 
well as removing and upgrading the support cabling. 
 
This Amendment is non-financial. 

http://www.maricopa.gov/parks
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11/05/2025 
Approved 

C-30-26-002-X-00 COMPETITION IMPRACTICABLE REQUEST TO EPS GROUP, 
INC. 
Approve a Competition Impracticable request to EPS Group, 
Inc. (EPS) for $600,000 to allow the continuation of Post 
Design/Construction Admin Service for Vulture Mountain 
Recreation Area Phases II and III. Phase II of the project 
includes landscape improvements, water infrastructure 
(well), park buildings (nature center, maintenance building, 
restrooms, contact station, wastewater disposal beds), and 
general site improvements. Phase III encompasses 
electrical work, additional park buildings (restrooms, gable 
shelter, wastewater disposal beds), and other general 
improvements. 
 
Parks and Recreation previously requested EPS Group, Inc. 
submit a modified proposal for post-design services 
associated with the Vulture Mountain Recreation Area 
project, and EPS began design work on the project under a 
contract with MCDOT. Parks and Recreation now requires 
EPS to provide continued support for P&D permitting 
efforts, respond to inquiries related to field conditions and 
contractor submittals, assist with native plant relocation, 
and participate in bi-weekly construction meetings. In order 
to ensure project continuity and successful completion, 
EPS' continued involvement to finalize this portion of the 
work is required. EPS' ongoing participation is critical to 
avoid disruption, maintain project momentum, and ensure 
that key deliverables and timelines are met. 
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ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE DIVISION: 
PARKS VISITOR ATTENDANCE REPORT (FY26 THROUGH AUGUST):  
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FY26 BUDGET REPORT (PERIOD 4):  

 
 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES: 
Welcome/Promotions/Transfers: 
• Trevor Campbell – Park Supervisor, Cave Creek (welcome) – 09/29/2025 
• Emily Hogan – Park Assistant, White Tank – 9/15/25 
• Alfonso Tovar – Park Maintenance Worker, Estrella - 10/14/25 
• Ryan Best – Operations Support Coordinator, Headquarters (promotion) – 10/27/2025 
• Kayden Hitzeman – Contact Station Assistant, McDowell (transfer) – 10/13/2025 
 
Farewells: 
• Isabel Oertel – Contact Station Assistant, Lake Pleasant – 10/23/2025 
• Laura Gillam – Park Maintenance Worker, McDowell – 10/28/2025 
• Chris Flaim – Trails Specialist, Usery – 10/03/2025 
• Angela Anderson – Executive Assistant – 10/14/2025 
 
Current Vacancies: 
• P16516 Accounting Specialist 
• P80401 Parks Development Superintendent 
• P76863 Contact Station Assistant 
• P67608 Executive Assistant 
• P80502 Contact Station Assistant 
• P18380 Contact Station Assistant 
• P68857 Contact Station Assistant 
• P1399 Parks Maintenance Worker 
• P102574 Trail Specialist 
• P111210 Parks Planner Senior 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
Parks & Recreation 
41835 N. Castle Hot Springs Rd. 
Morristown, AZ 85342 

P: 602.506.2930 
E: maricopacountyparks@maricopa.gov 

Page 5 of 11 

PARK OPERATIONS DIVISION: 
NATURAL RESOURCES: 
• CAVE CREEK:  

o Two seed pellet workshops (at Cave Creek in September and Estrella Mountain in October) with 28 
participants who made over 8,000 seed pellets. 

 

      
 
• DESERT DEFENDER PROGRAM: 

o Planted seven pounds of native seed and distributed over 8,000 seed pellets. Hosted seven seed toss 
events at six parks: Cave Creek, Estrella Mountain, McDowell Mountain, Spur Cross Ranch, White Tank 
Mountain, and Usery Mountain. 

 
o Developed protocols to monitor wildlife with trail cameras through collaboration with Arizona State 

University, McDowell Sonoran Conservancy, and the Phoenix Zoo. Eighteen cameras across six 
stations captured small mammals, reptiles, and game species, which were moved every three weeks. 
Data will reveal species, abundance, behaviors, and habitats. A Maricopa County intern and 
volunteers assist with setup, takedown, and sorting images. 
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VOLUNTEERS: 
• Overall Updates/Projects 

o On October 7, the Volunteer Coordinator reviewed security with the Security Service Department at 
Estrella and Lake Pleasant. Recommendations were made to improve security at Entry Stations, 
Nature Centers, and Maintenance facilities. 

• Lake Pleasant Regional Park 
o On September 14: Seventy Odysea divers participated in an International Coastal Clean-Up, removing 

20 lbs of trash from Lake Pleasant's water and 156 lbs from land. 
o September 21: Park cleanup with 15 divers and kayakers. 

• Hassayampa River Preserve 
o October 25: The Parks volunteer group, The Friends of Hassayampa, guided over 60 Girl Scouts on an 

educational trip. 
 
HOURS (FY26 through November) 

 
 

 
 
TRADES: 
• September 

o Completed 20 of 24 work order requests 
o Completed 19 - 811 Arizona ticket requests 
o Estrella – Completed demolition of the damaged parking structure 
o Cave Creek – Greenhouse Project - Poured the concrete for the stem wall 

• October 
o Completed 20 of 24 work order requests 
o Completed 48 - 811 Arizona ticket requests 
o Cave Creek – Greenhouse project – Assembling the greenhouse frame  
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TRAILS: 
• Park Trails 

o Usery - Held the first Maricopa Trail and Parks Foundation Training for the Ambassador Program on 
October 26 with 16 participants. 
 

 
 

o October 1: Assisted volunteer group with trail work along the Pass Mountain Trail in the Tonto 
National Forest. 
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o San Tan - October 3: Six San Tan Shredders, two volunteers, and park staff joined the Department's Parks 
Trail Crew to work on the Stargazer Trail. The trail workday was an educational opportunity for the bike 
community to learn about trail maintenance and share their preferences with the Trails crew. 

• Training 
o September: The approved Trails Maintenance Training Module and Fundamentals Program will train 

Parks Staff, Trail Ambassadors, and volunteers in Trail Maintenance basics. 
 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS: 
• September 

o Cave Creek Campground Electrical Upgrade – Completed - Installed a new RV pedestal, main circuit 
breaker, wire, and hose bib riser for each of the 40 campsites. 

 
o McDowell Waterline Replacement  

o Phase 2: Completed - Consisting of replacing 2500 feet of old and leaking waterline from the 
pump station to valve 10.  

o Phase 3 will start next summer, replacing the existing 2.5 miles.  

• October 
o Usery Restroom 6 – Demolition completed in preparation for the new CXT restroom that will be installed 

later this year. 
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CAVE CREEK REGIONAL PARK: 
• Events 

o October 10-12: Thriller Night Run (Aravaipa Running) – 60 participants - The morning run was postponed 
until December 20 due to safety concerns posed by forecasted storms. 

• Maintenance 
o Several water service interruptions occurred due to water line breaks in Cave Creek. The Park's 

Maintenance team reported the issues to the town and worked to reduce interruptions for guests. 
 
DESERT OUTDOOR CENTER AT LAKE PLEASANT: 
• Center Programming 

o September:  There were no school field trips booked in September. 
o October:  Rangers welcomed 433 students from 8 local schools. 

• Park Programming  
o September:  86 programs and a total of 515 attendees.  
o October:  104 park programs for a total of 933 participants.  

• September Outreach 
o Rangers reached an additional 115 and 231 people at special events in Wickenburg and at Estrella, 

respectively. 
o Rangers presented on the Desert Defenders program at the AAEE Conference at Grand Canyon University. 

• October Outreach 
o Rangers held five community events, including outreach for Maricopa County Public Health and WIC, 

creating 938 visitor contacts. 
• Projects/Maintenance 

o In September, Johnson Controls started upgrading the chiller system. By October, 95% was complete, 
pending the installation of system control. 

o October: Progressive performed several roof repairs due to recent storm activity. 
• Facility Usage 

o September: Hosted two weddings, the Parks Commission meeting, All Hands, Notre Dame Prep's retreat, 
and a student group ministry from the University of Arizona and Arizona State.  

o October: Three weddings, two church retreats, and two Game & Fish banquets.   
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HASSAYAMPA RIVER PRESERVE: 
• Events 

o October 7: Park hosted the Wickenburg Leadership Institute (25 attendees). 
• Training 

o Office Assistant completed the Certified Playground Safety Inspection course (CPSI). 
• Bird Survey 

o In September, ASU Professor Dr. Stein and his team finished their bird banding for the season and will 
resume surveys in Spring. 

 
LAKE PLEASANT REGIONAL PARK: 
• Events 

o September 20: Stonepoint Community Baptist Church Baptism Event - 90 participants. 
o September 14: Arizona Boaters Education -20 students.   
o September 18: Introduction to Paddlesports class - 8 students.  

 
SAN TAN MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 
• Maintenance 

o September 29: Parks Maintenance staff began replacing old trail signs. Over a dozen new signs have 
been installed on major trails. 

 

 
 
• Outreach 

o September 19: Park staff and leadership met with San Tan Shredders representatives to discuss future 
plans and their potential role. 

 
SPUR CROSS RANCH CONSERVATION AREA: 
• Training 

o October 15: Park Volunteer, Tom McGuire, took the MCPRD Interpretive Rangers on a geology tour of Spur 
Cross. 

• Maintenance 
• September: Park hosts and staff repaired a low section of road near the entry gate (prone to flooding and 

muddy conditions) by filling holes and ruts with coarse gravel and soil. 
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o September 27: Heavy rain caused a minor flash flood on Cave Creek, the first in 16 months. It washed out 
bridges at five crossings in the park and the Jewel of the Creek Preserve. Staff, a park host, and a 
volunteer reinstalled the bridges the next day. 

 

 
 

o September: Heavy rain caused washouts on sections of the Metate and Dragonfly Trails, which staff and 
volunteers repaired. 

o September: Staff and service volunteers replaced faded directional signage and Maricopa Trail signs at 
the main trailhead area and at the junction of Spur Cross Trail and Metate Trails. 

• Outreach 
o October 17: The Park Supervisor gave a Spur Cross history presentation to members of the Desert 

Foothills Chapter of the AZ Archaeological Society. 
o October: Planning is underway to celebrate the park's 25th Anniversary on January 9, 2026, at 10 a.m. 

 
WHITE TANK MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 
• Volunteer 

o A SkillBridge intern, began at White Tank, interning for 16 weeks to learn Parks operations. The DOD 
SkillBridge program enables service members to gain civilian experience through industry training, 
apprenticeships, or internships in the last 180 days of their service. It connects Service members with 
industry partners for real-world job experiences. 

• Maintenance 
o September rain on September 26 and 27 delivered over 2 inches, causing flash flooding and road closures 

at wash crossings. Staff responded swiftly, clearing the debris; no damage or injuries were reported. 


