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MEMORANDUM 
 
Date:         September 12, 2025 
 
To: Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 
 
From: Jennifer Waller, Director 
 
Re: Director’s Summary of Current Events 

 
 
Listed below are activities the department has been involved with during August 2025. 

 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR: 

• Buy One Get One Update:  Back for the season September 18-October 31, 2025, this year bringing it back 
to the roots where the program was intended to provide an opportunity to the Maricopa County residents; 
however, over time, the program included non-residents.  This year will be only for residents.  

 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEMS: 

Date/Status Tracking Number Summary 
8/20/2025 
Approved 

C-06-26-044-X-00 DONATIONS PARKS  AND RECREATION 
In accordance with County Policy A2508, accept the 
monthly donation report received from Parks and 
Recreation for July 2025, for a cash value of $598.10. 
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ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE DIVISION: 
PARKS VISITOR ATTENDANCE REPORT (FY26 THROUGH AUGUST):  
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FY26 BUDGET REPORT (PERIOD 2):  

  
 
HUMAN RESOURCES: 
Welcome/Promotions/Transfers: 

• Sierra Miller – Park Assistant, Estrella (transfer) – 8/18/25 
• Mike Brown – Park Supervisor, McDowell (transfer) – 8/18/25 

Farewells: 
• Nathan Townsend – Park Maintenance Worker, San Tan – 8/9/25 
• Jennifer Atella – Contact Station Assistant, McDowell – 8/15/25 
• Nathan Townsend – Park Maintenance Worker, San Tan – 8/9/25 
• Haley Demitropoilos – Park Assistant, White Tanks -  8/18/25 

Current Vacancies: 
• P17151 Park Supervisor 
• P19536 Park Maintenance Worker 
• P76863 Contact Station Assistant 
• P68191 Contact Station Assistant 
• P76386 Contact Station Assistant 
• P76932 Park Maintenance Worker 
• P76864 Contact Station Assistant 
• P78302 Park Asset and Inventory Coordinator 
• P100114 Management Analyst 

 

PARK OPERATIONS DIVISION: 
NATURAL RESOURCES: 

• An Arizona State University student started an internship and will be assisting from August 25-December 
13 on the following projects:  

o Wildlife and game camera monitoring. 
o ECO Blitz data organization. 
o Performing saguaro census data collection for fire-impacted areas. 
o Helping with pollinator gardens and other related tasks. 
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VOLUNTEERS: 
• Overall Updates/Projects 

o The Volunteer Coordinator conducted preliminary security audits at Lake Pleasant and Estrella 
and shared his findings with Maricopa County Security Services to assist them with their 
upcoming review in October. 

• Lake Pleasant 
o Volunteer cleanup crew on Mondays consistently generates 1-5 volunteers per week to clean up 

the shorelines and heavy-use areas around the park. 
• Hours (FY26 through August) 

 

 
 
TRADES: 

• August 
o Received 20 work orders - Completed 18 work orders. 
o Completed 35 Blue Stake/Arizona 811 tickets. 

 
TRAILS: 

• Maricopa Trail 
o Segment 11 

 In the final stages of Maricopa Regional Trail System reroute planning for Segment 11, at 
136th Avenue crossing Grand Ave, using the Flood Control District channel to cross under 
the US-60 / Grand Ave.  

 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS: 

• August 
o McDowell – Waterline Replacement Phase 1 involved replacing ten mainline valves between the 

pump station and the Nature Center. 
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BUCKEYE HILLS REGIONAL PARK: 
• Events 

o August 16 – Grand Re-Opening of Joe Foss Gun Range with the City of Buckeye (60 participants). 
 
DESERT OUTDOOR CENTER AT LAKE PLEASANT: 

• Park Programming 
o August:  117 programs (544 participated). 

 25 were cancelled due to extreme heat warnings. 
 Creatures of the Night and Scorpion Safari were the most popular programs. 

o Hosted two weddings and one church retreat. 
• Projects 

o Dormitory bathroom countertops were demolished and replaced, including new faucet fixtures. 
o Audio/video system has been upgraded, including a new projector screen. 

 
ESTRELLA MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Maintenance 
o Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management conducted a limb removal training using a 

mesquite tree in the turf area with 15 firefighters.  
• Recognition 

o Westside Trails Crew assisted the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office in finding a lost hiker. 
 
HASSAYAMPA RIVER PRESERVE: 

• Events 
o August 22 – Bug Night (15 Participants) – program sponsored by Friends of Hassayampa. 

• Bird Studies 
o Arizona State University (ASU) Professor, Dr. Stein, and his team conducted two sessions of bird 

banding in August. 
 
LAKE PLEASANT REGIONAL PARK: 

• Events 
o August 10 – AZ Boaters Education class in collaboration with Maricopa County Parks Interpretive 

Rangers and Arizona Game and Fish (20 participants). 
o August 15 – Paddlesports class in collaboration with Maricopa County Parks Interpretive Rangers 

and Arizona Game and Fish (8 participants). 
• Training 

o Maintenance Supervisor completed pesticide applicator certification. 
o Administrative Staff Supervisor completed Verbal Judo (de-escalation training). 
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SPUR CROSS RANCH CONSERVATION AREA: 
• Training 

o Park Supervisor successfully passed the aquatics exam to add to his pesticide license. 
• Maintenance 

o Towhee and Metate Trails were raked and cleared of dry fuels by staff and service volunteers. 
o Completed rock and mortar edging renovations around pond on Metate Trail. 
o Additional safety signs have been installed around various vertical mine shafts at the Maricopa 

Mine site. 
 
USERY MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Maintenance 
o Renovated the staff bathroom at the maintenance compound. 

 
WHITE TANK MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Events 
o August 8-9 – Vertigo Trail Ride and Run, organized by partner group, Aravaipa Running (54 riders 

and 366 runners). 


