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MEMORANDUM 
 
Date:         3/17/2026 
 
To: Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 
 
From: Jennifer Waller, Director 
 
Re: Director’s Summary of Current Events 

 
 
Listed below are activities the department has been involved with during January and February 2026. 
 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR: 
• A solicitation was published for a new management agreement for Paradise Valley Golf Course (PVGC), 

with proposals due March 31, 2026. The solicitation seeks qualified respondents to provide professional 
management and operational services under a new long-term agreement to ensure continued public 
access, high-quality operations, and the facility’s long-term sustainability.  

 
 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEMS: 

Date/Status Tracking Number Summary 
01/28/2025 
Approved 

C-06-26-214-X-00 
  

REAPPOINTMENTS TO THE PARKS AND RECREATION 
ADVISORY COMMISSION 
Approve the following reappointments to the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Commission. 
1. Megha Budruk renewal appointment. Term effective 
January 28, 2026, through December 31, 2027, nominated 
by the Parks and Recreation Director. 
2. Samantha Stelp renewal appointment. Term effective 
January 28, 2026, through December 31, 2027, representing 
Supervisorial District 4.  

01/28/2025 
Approved 

C-06-26-209-X-00 
  

DONATIONS - PARKS AND RECREATION NOVEMBER 2025 
In accordance with County Policy A2508, accept the 
monthly donation report received from Parks and 
Recreation for November 2025, for a cash value of 
$1,749.88. 
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ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE DIVISION: 
PARKS VISITOR ATTENDANCE REPORT (FY26 THROUGH FEBRUARY):  
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FY26 BUDGET REPORT (PERIOD 08):  

 
 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES: 
Welcome/Promotions/Transfers: 

• Adrian Rodriguez – Contact Station Assistant – 1/20/2026 
• Trevor Campbell – Park Supervisor – Transfer – 2/16/2026 
• Blake Spanier – Park Supervisor – Promotion – 2/16/2026 
• Sylvia Perkins – Accounting Specialist – 3/9/2026 

 
Farewells: 

• Chris Matthews – Park Supervisor – 3/15/2026 
• Tammi Watkins – Park Supervisor – 3/14/2026 

 
Current Vacancies: 

• Park Office Assistant Specialized – Cave Creek 
• Park Development Superintendent – HQ 
• Trades Specialist – Maricopa Trail 
• Park Maintenance Worker – McDowell 
• Park Office Assistant Specialized – San Tan 
• Park Planner Senior – HQ 
• Contact Station Assistant – Lake Pleasant 
• Park Custodian – Lake Pleasant  
• Park Supervisor – Hassayampa 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
Parks & Recreation 
41835 N. Castle Hot Springs Rd. 
Morristown, AZ 85342 

P: 602.506.2930 
E: maricopacountyparks@maricopa.gov 

Page 4 of 7 

PARK OPERATIONS DIVISION: 
NATURAL RESOURCES: 

• February 
o Greenhouse solar was installed. Over 200 diverse seeds were planted in pots and are starting to 

sprout. Pavers were installed around the greenhouse and native seed garden areas to prevent 
trampling.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
VOLUNTEERS: 

• Lake Pleasant 
o Martin Luther King (MLK) Jr. Day volunteer cleanup with 25 volunteers. 
o BSA Troop 439 held a clean-up at Lake Pleasant on January 11 with 20 participants. 

 
• Usery 

• Trail Life Troop 2717 performed a service project with approximately 50 volunteers, helping to 
pick litter on the far East Side of the park. 

 
Hours (FY26 through February) 

 
TRADES: 

• January 
o Completed 13 of 18 work orders.  
o Completed 48 of 51 - 811 ticket requests.  
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• February 
o Received 35 - 811 ticket requests.  
o Completed 16 of 24 work orders. 
o Installed interpretive/educational kiosk at Goldmine Trailhead in San Tan. 
o Rewired and replaced floats for the septic system at Hassayampa. 

TRAILS: 
• Maricopa Trail 

o Prepped and made minor repairs to various sections of the 32 miles of trail for the Prickly Pedal 
Race on February 1, 2026. 

o Installed pipe rail fence around Sun Valley Parkway Trailhead. 
• Usery 

o Merkle Trail Repairs Project scheduled February 12 through March 12, 2026 - 14 of 16 culverts 
and several French drains have been installed to control water flows and erosion issues.  

• Training 
o Twenty-two staff members participated in Trails 101, a 

virtual training session that provided a general overview of 
trail maintenance.     

• Fifteen staff members participated in Trails 102, part two of 
the trail maintenance series, geared toward providing hands-
on training and real-world examples.   

 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS: 

• White Tank 
o Three new chilled-water drinking fountains with bottle fillers and dog bowls were installed at 

Areas 4, 6, and 7. 

 
• Desert Outdoor Center 

o Courtyard Drainage Repairs - Two downspouts and drains were installed to collect and divert 
rainwater to an underground piping system that discharges into the surrounding native desert 
areas, preventing erosion and other related issues.  
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DESERT OUTDOOR CENTER (DOC) AT LAKE PLEASANT: 

• Maintenance 
o Final repairs were completed on the HVAC/Chiller control software. 

• Programs:  
o DOC programs: 6 schools with 594 students. 
o Park programs: 95 programs to 1,060 participants. 

 
ESTRELLA MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Maintenance 
o Boundary Fencing Project: Lake Pleasant and Estrella Maintenance teams collaborated to 

construct boundary fencing for an area that has been heavily trespassed upon along the Junior 
National Golf Course.  

o Petroglyph Graffiti Removal: Hassayampa River Preserve Park Supervisor and Estrella Mountain 
Regional Park Supervisor and Maintenance team collaborated with the City of Phoenix and the 
Arizona State Parks and Trails Site Steward Coordinator to remove graffiti from a petroglyph 
panel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Events 
o January 17: Aravaipa Coldwater Rumble drew 600 runners and over 100 spectators. 
o January 23: Mountain Bike Association Arizona Hedgehog Hustle drew 603 cyclists and over 100 

spectators. 
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HASSAYAMPA RIVER PRESERVE: 

• Events 
o Maricopa County Board of Supervisors – Vice Chair Debbie Lesko, toured the park and recorded 

video footage highlighting the Hassayampa River Preserve. 
o Arizona State University Assistant Professor, Dr. Liza Roger, and her class visited to explore the 

preserve and will report back insights into the ecosystem and overall health of the Preserve.  
 

LAKE PLEASANT REGIONAL PARK: 
• Maintenance 

o Maricopa County Department of Transportation (MCDOT), Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), and 
Maricopa County Parks and Recreation Department (MCPRD) staff assessed roads at Sunset 
Ridge, Sun Fish Lane, and Desert Tortoise to plan repairs. 

• Training 
o Bureau of Reclamation Archeologist Jessica Axsom provided in-depth training on cultural 

resource field practices to 20 staff members from Lake Pleasant, Desert Outdoor Center, Estrella 
Mountain Regional Park, Westside Superintendent, and Bureau of Reclamation staff. 

•  Conservation  
o The Arizona Game and Fish Department will provide funding for signage and buoys in the coming 

months to help support the Bald Eagle Closure efforts. 
 
MCDOWELL MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Projects 
o Survey marking started for power lines into the south loop campsites. 

• Trails 
o Trail Blazer organization from Fountain Hills received trail training and performed trail work in the 

Dixie Mine area. 
 

SPUR CROSS RANCH CONSERVATION AREA: 
• Events 

o The 25th Anniversary Celebration of the Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area was held on 
January 9, 2026, and was attended by approximately 150 people. 

o The Prickly Pedal Mountain Bike Race took place on Sunday, February 1st, with nearly 200 riders 
participating. 
 

WHITE TANK MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 
• Projects 

o In January and February, MCDOT crack-sealed all of the roads. 
• Events 

o The annual open house event on February 21 was attended by 261 park visitors. 
 


