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MEMORANDUM 
 
Date:        May 19, 2026 
 
To: Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 
 
From: Jennifer Waller, Director 
 
Re: Director’s Summary of Current Events 

 
 
Listed below are activities the department has been involved with during March and April 2026. 

 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR: 
 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEMS: 

Date/Status Tracking Number Summary 
3/25/2006 C-06-26-270-X-00 DONATIONS PARKS AND RECREATION FOR DECEMBER 

2025 
In accordance with County Policy A2508, accept the 
monthly donation report received from Parks and 
Recreation for December 2025, for a cash value of 
$2,807.39.  

4/8/2026 C-06-26-289-X-00 DONATIONS PARKS AND RECREATION FOR JANUARY 
2026 
In accordance with County Policy A2508, accept the 
monthly donation report received from Parks and 
Recreation for January 2026, for a cash value of 
$3,599.13.  

4/22/2026 C-06-26-301-X-00 DONATIONS PARKS AND RECREATION FOR 
FEBRUARY AND MARCH 2026  
In accordance with County Policy A2508, accept the 
monthly donation report received from Parks and 
Recreation for February 2026, for a cash value of $2,730.25, 
and for March 2026, for a cash value of $2,004.38 

 

  

http://www.maricopa.gov/parks
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ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE DIVISION: 
PARKS VISITOR ATTENDANCE REPORT (FY26 THROUGH AUGUST):  
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FY26 BUDGET REPORT (PERIOD XX):  

 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES: 
 
Welcome/Promotions/Transfers: 

• Marvin Morris – Navigational Aide – Promotion – 3/2/2026 
• Bill Rusk – Park Office Assistant Specialized – 3/16/2026 
• James Conway – Trails Specialist – Promotion – 3/30/2026 
• Wade Risinger, Jr. – Park Maintenance – Promotion – 3/30/2026 
• John Choi – Park Development Superintendent – 4/13/2026 
• Janet Hamlett – Par Office Assistant Specialized – 4/13/2026 
• Melody Chadis – Contact Station Assistant – 4/20/2026 
• Christian Larson – Park Supervisor – 5/6/2026 

 

Farewells: 
• Frances Scott – Contact Station Assistant – 4/8/2026 

 

Current Vacancies: 
• Park Planner Senior – Lake Pleasant/HQ 
• Contact Station Assistant – Lake Pleasant 
• Park Custodian – Lake Pleasant 
• Park Custodian – Usery 
• Park Maintenance Worker – San Tan 
• Park Supervisor – Estrella 
• Contact Station Assistant – White Tank 
• Park Supervisor – Spur Cross 
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PARK OPERATIONS DIVISION: 
NATURAL RESOURCES: 
March 

• Natural Resources, Interpretive Rangers, and the Arizona Master Naturalists–Maricopa Chapter have 
partnered with SciStarter, the Desert Botanical Garden, and Arizona State University to support the 
Greater Phoenix City Nature Challenge (CNC) as part of America’s 250th Birthday celebration. Staff and 
volunteers will provide guided hikes, discovery stations, and training opportunities to encourage 
participation and help advance the goal of 250 million Acts of Science. Learn more at 
www.maricopa.gov/6707/America250. 

April 
• Natural Resources, Parks Interpretive Staff, and the Central Arizona Butterfly Association recently 

completed the fifth year of biannual butterfly monitoring. Spring 2026 butterfly counts were above 
average, though additional years of data are needed to identify long-term trends. Volunteers shared their 
excitement about the high number of butterflies observed this season. Five-year highlights include: 

o 4,965 butterflies counted  
o 49 species identified  
o Most common species observed:  

 Sleepy Orange (1,158)  
 American Snout (828)  
 Checkered White (380)  
 Dainty Sulphur (269)  
 Queen (228)  
 Cloudless Sulphur (208) 

• Spring semester Maricopa County Leadership and Education Advancing Public Service (MCLEAPS) 
intern, Adriana, is nearing the completion of her internship. Adriana, Natural Resources staff, and 
volunteers are continuing to review and label wildlife images while tracking and documenting species 
observations. The final wildlife monitoring report is expected to be completed in late summer. 

• Desert Defender program's Invasive Removal Events are wrapping up this month, and results will be 
included in the next parks summary for commissioners.  

• Over 90 removal events completed by the end of April. 
 
VOLUNTEERS: 
March 

• Five volunteer appreciation parties were held this month. 
 
April 

• April 25: Earth Day Cleanup (15 volunteers) 
• April 27: Volunteer Cleanup (3 volunteers) 

http://www.maricopa.gov/6707/America250


 
 

 

 
Parks & Recreation 
41835 N. Castle Hot Springs Rd. 
Morristown, AZ 85342 

P: 602.506.2930 
E: maricopacountyparks@maricopa.gov 

Page 5 of 11 

• April 29: APS Fishline Clean-Up (150 volunteers) 
 

Hours (FY26 through April) 

 
 
TRADES: 

• 811 Tickets Requested: 60 
• Work Orders Completed: 20 of 28  
• Desert Outdoor Center (DOC): Completed first section of pipe rail fencing around dino pit. 

 

        

• White Tank 
o A meeting was held with internal stakeholders for redesign needs for the Competitive Track 

project. 
• Estrella 

o Completed final campground walkthrough and owner training with contractor.  
 
TRAILS: 
March 

• Usery 
o Completed repairs and improvements to Merkle Trail. Installed 16 steel culverts, French Drains, 

and various water control features, as well as repairs and improvements to the tread. 
April 

• Maricopa Trail  
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o Segment 11 
o Repaired eroded tread and removed large amounts of overgrowth. 

• San Tan 
o Installed new equestrian access from the Goldmine Parking Lot and Horse Staging area. 

• McDowell 
o Installed culvert on Pemberton Trail and road crossing. 

 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS: 

• Usery  
o Area 9 Ramada Completion - This involved installing a new 24X24 Ramada with a grill, food prep 

table, concrete picnic tables, and lighting. 

 

o Area C&D Drinking Fountain - This is a new chilled water drinking fountain with a bottle filler, ADA 
arm, and a dog bowl. 

 

o Restroom 6 Replacement - This project was to install a new CXT prefabricated restroom building, 
replacing the old site-built building, and is now completed. 
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o Restroom 10 Drinking Fountain - This project was to install a chilled water drinking fountain with 
a bottle filler and dog bowl, and is now completed. 

 

 

ADOBE DAM REGIONAL PARK: 
• Completed Six Flags Hurricane Harbor annual evaluation, followed by a successful season opener to the 

public on April 18th.  
 
CAVE CREEK REGIONAL PARK: 

• Conservation 
o Verde Earth Tech completed herbicide treatment to remove globe chamomile (stinknet) near the 

main entrance and maintenance compound, along Cave Creek Pkwy, and throughout various 
trails.  
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o Enterprise of Technology and Innovation (ETI) completed drone flights to capture invasive plant 
mitigation within the park. 

o Working through the Community Restitution Program, Volunteers logged 20 hours of weeding 
throughout the Village campground.  

 

DESERT OUTDOOR CENTER (DOC) AT LAKE PLEASANT: 
March 

• 17 school programs for 1,294 students 
• 66 individual programs 
• 67 park programs (total of 616 visitors)  
• 7 community events (3,893 contacts)  
• DOC held a one-week-long church retreat and four weddings 

April 
• Updates were made to the light fixtures in the Critter Hall  
• 15 school programs for 871 students 
• 150 park programs (1,052 visitors)  
• DOC hosted two high school church retreats, 4 weddings, and a 50th birthday party  

 

HASSAYAMPA RIVER PRESERVE: 
• Events 

o April 18: Mesquite Fest  
 Annual event celebrates some of the many uses of our native Mesquite trees and features 

food and drink samples, gardening and landscaping information, and several workshops. 
 The event is organized by the Friends of Hassayampa in partnership with sponsors 

including the Wickenburg Conservation Foundation, the Desert Awareness Committee, 
and ASU Cooperative Extension Master Gardeners. 

 225 attendees (most to date) 
LAKE PLEASANT REGIONAL PARK: 

• Events 
o March 1: Park Hosts and Park Assistants worked a booth on behalf of Maricopa County Parks at 

the Tres Rios Nature Festival 
o March 3: Bark Ranger photo shoot at Lake Pleasant at Scorpion Bay and Campsites 
o March 14-15: AZ Yacht Club Spring Series Pleasure Race (30 sailboats participated) 
o March 14: Park Assistant led Wild Burros at Lake Pleasant Hike to 12 participants 
o March 22: AZ Boaters Education at Lake Pleasant at the Discovery Center in collaboration with 

the Arizona Game and Fish Dept and County Park Rangers. 15 certifications issued. 
o March 28: Crown King Scramble with over 100 runners 
o March 29: Park Assistant worked booth at the annual Arizona Game and Fish Expo on behalf of 

Maricopa County Parks 
o April 1: Special Use Permit for Aqua Leisure Photo Shoot  
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o April 2: Maricopa County Sheriff's Office Lake Patrol and Arizona Game and Fish Dept. Scenario 
Training for 20 officers.  

o April 9: Central Arizona Project Legislative Intern Tour for 65  
o April 15: Central Arizona Project Valley Leadership Intern Tour for 35  
o April 19: Arizona Boater’s Education Certification in collaboration with Arizona Game and Fish 

Department and Maricopa County Park Rangers for 20 students 
MCDOWELL MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Conservation 
o Verde River Earth is doing spraying to maintain fire breaks on the north boundary  

SAN TAN MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 
• Maintenance 

o Volunteers assisted in getting the Goldmine site ready and held a workday to install signs, prep 
restroom facilities, and remove invasive species.  

o More than 100 lbs of stinknet alone was removed.  

 

• Events 
o Time-trial for high school mountain bikers that had over 100 people in attendance.  
o Pups in the Park by Pima County Animal Control, park guests could check out shelter dogs for a 

hike, giving the dogs an opportunity to exercise, relieve stress, and possibly be adopted. 
o Aravaipa hosted nighttime running and biking events on April 24th and 25th with 430+ runners. 

• Goldmine Trailhead 
o Trailhead renovations are complete, and the area is open to the public. 
o 3,100 visitors passed through the area within the first couple of weeks.  
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SPUR CROSS RANCH CONSERVATION AREA: 
• Maintenance 

o Staff and service volunteers cleared an overgrown section of the Dragonfly Trail. 
o Repairs of the rock and mortar work on the edge of the Solar Oasis were completed by staff and 

service volunteers. 
o Additional "Mine Shaft Warning" signs were installed on the three vertical mine shafts along the 

Dragonfly Trail. 
• Events 

o Spur Cross Supervisor gave a tour on 3/27 of the Spur Cross Ranch site to the family of Allen 
"Tex" Walker, a ranch hand who worked at the ranch during the mid-1940s. 

o Park Supervisor gave a motorized tour of the Spur Cross Guest Ranch site to Frank Stewart and 
his family on 4/14. Frank had worked at the ranch during the early 1950's. 

o Park Supervisor presented, "The Recent History of Spur Cross, the Last 150 Years" at the Holland 
Center in Cave Creek to 105 attendees. 

 
USERY MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 

• Maintenance 
o Usery's maintenance crew assisted in clearing vegetation to make way for the construction of the 

new bathroom and utilities at Area 6, as well as the new water fountain at group picnic area C&D.  
o The maintenance team assisted the Trail Crew with recent project work on the Merkle Trail. 

 

WHITE TANK MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 
• ADA Assessments 

o March 6: Matrix Design Group went through the park and assessed all the facilities. 
• Events 

o March 14: Aravaipa Running trail race to 666 participants.  
• Trailhead Staging Area Project 

o April 13: Contractors broke ground on the Trailhead Staging Area capital improvement project.  
o This project will expand the overall footprint of the area, pave approximately half of the parking 

lot, install a flushing restroom, and realign the entrance to match up with Waterfall Canyon Road. 
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  The current estimate for project completion is 08/31. 
 

 


