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MEMORANDUM 
 
Date:        August 18, 2026 
 
To: Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 
 
From: Jennifer Waller, Director 
 
Re: Director’s Summary of Current Events 

 
 
Listed below are activities the department has been involved with during June and July 2026. 

 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR: 
 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEMS: 

Date/Status Tracking Number Summary 
05/20/2026 
APPROVED 

 

C-06-26-327-X-00 DONATIONS PARKS AND RECREATION APRIL 2026: In 
accordance with County Policy A2508, accept the monthly 
donation report received from Parks and Recreation for 
April 2026, for a cash value of $1,457.69. 

06/24/2026 
APPROVED 

C-06-26-342-X-00 DONATIONS PARKS AND RECREATION FOR MAY 2026: 
In accordance with County Policy A2508, accept the 
monthly donation report received from Parks and 
Recreation for May 2026, for a cash value of $1,471.5. 

06/24/2026 
APPROVED 

C-30-26-009-X-00 FY2026 APPROPRIATION TRANSFER WITHIN THE 
COUNTY IMPROVEMENTS FUND (445) 
Pursuant to A.R.S §42-17106(B), approve the following FY 
2026 appropriation adjustments: 1. Increase the Non-
Departmental (D470) General Fund County Improvements 
Fund (445) Parks Day Use White Tank (PDWT) expenditure 
budget by $44,047. 2. Decrease the Non-Departmental 
(D470) General Fund County Improvements Fund (445) 
White Tank Competitive Track Improvements (PWTC) 
expenditure budget by $44,047. This budget adjustment is 
requested to address increased costs for supplies required 
to complete the PDWT project. Actual supply expenditures 
have exceeded original budget estimates due to higher 
material costs and additional supply needs identified 
during project implementation. The $44,047 adjustment 
from project PWTC to project PDWT will provide sufficient 
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funding to cover the increased supply costs and ensure the 
timely completion of the project without interruption. The 
requested adjustment does not increase the overall 
departmental budget and is a reallocation of existing 
project funds to meet current operational needs. These 
actions will have a net-zero impact on the County-wide 
budget and do not alter the budget-constraining the 
expenditure of local revenues duly adopted by the Board 
pursuant to A.R.S. §42-17105. 

07/15/2026 
APPROVED 

C-06-27-013-X-00 DONATION - PARKS AND RECREATION - JUNE 2026 – In 
accordance with County Policy A2508, accept the monthly 
donation report received from Parks and Recreation for 
June 2026, for a cash value of $1040.93. 

 

ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE DIVISION: 
PARKS VISITOR ATTENDANCE REPORT (FY26 THROUGH JULY):  
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FY26 BUDGET REPORT (PERIOD XX):  
 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES: 
 
Welcome/Promotions/Transfers: 

• Tevin Murdock – Lake Pleasant – Effective 6/8/2026 
• Wyatt Eitreim – Lake Pleasant – Effective 6/1/2026 
• David Murray – San Tan – Effective 6/22/2026 
• Marilu Garcia – Parks Planner Sr./HQ – Effective 6/22/2026 

 
Farewells: 

• Jimmy Amaya - Effective 6/1/2026 
• Sierra Miller -Effective 6/2/2026 
• Kevin Smith - Effective 6/5/2026 
• Tammy Orleans – Effective 7/11/2026 
• Jason Booth – Effective 7/25/2026 
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Transfers: 
• Blake Spanier – Cave Creek to Usery - Effective 6/8/2026 
• Jimmy Gregson – Usery to Spur Cross - Effective 6/8/2026 
• Adrian Rodriguez – Lake Pleasant to Estrella – Effective 6/22/2026 
• Sarah Roberts - Estrella t to White Tank – Effective 6/22/2026 

 
Current Vacancies: 

• Contact Station Assistant (2 Vacancies) – Lake Pleasant 
• Park Custodian – Usery 
• P/T Contact Station Assistant – Estrella 
• Administrative Staff Supervisor – Lake Pleasant 
• Park Office Assistant Specialized – Hassayampa 
• Park Supervisor – Estrella 
• Park Supervisor – Cave Creek 

 

PARK OPERATIONS DIVISION: 
NATURAL RESOURCES: 

• Through a collaborative effort between the Natural Resources Desert Defender Program, Interpretive 
Rangers, Desert Defender Stewards, and volunteers, more than 63 invasive plant removal events were 
held across seven regional parks and preserves during the spring season (January–April).  

• Participants contributed more than 1,000 hours, removing more than 400,000 invasive plants and 
totaling over 7,700 pounds of biomass. Restoration efforts at Cave Creek Regional Park, Estrella 
Mountain Regional Park, Hassayampa River Preserve, McDowell Mountain Regional Park, San Tan 
Mountain Regional Park, Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area, Usery Mountain Regional Park, and 
White Tank Mountain Regional Park improved habitat quality and supported native desert ecosystems. 

 

• Planning is underway for the upcoming fiscal year’s Desert Defender program, invasive species 
treatments, and wildlife monitoring at Usery Mountain Regional Park and McDowell Mountain Regional 
Park. 

• Preparations are underway for the fall seed pellet workshop and seed toss events. 
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• With support from interns and volunteers, Natural Resources staff monitored wildlife at 56 locations 
across three parks from September 2025 through May 2026 using trail cameras. Each park was 
equipped with six cameras, which were relocated every 3–4 weeks to maximize coverage. 

o The survey documented 2,785 wildlife observations representing 85 species. When 
comparing the three parks using only observations identified to the genus/species level, the 
results included: 

o White Tank Mountain Regional Park (MRP): 1,160 individuals representing 56 species 
o Cave Creek Regional Park (RP): 991 individuals representing 63 species 
o Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area (RCA): 960 individuals representing 49 species 

• Once the review and identification for the FY2026 Wildlife Monitoring are complete, staff will work with 
Arizona State University to conduct statistical analysis of the reported results. 

      

• This spring, the Natural Resources team propagated more than 130 native plants representing over 30 
species. These plants were installed in May and June at Cave Creek Regional Park, Hassayampa River 
Preserve, White Tank Mountain Regional Park, and Estrella Mountain Regional Park, at nature center 
landscapes and pollinator gardens. 

• Natural Resource staff are collaborating with Arizona State University (ASU) to analyze the data and 
compare wildlife communities in burned versus unburned habitats, as well as wash versus upland 
areas, to determine whether significant differences exist between these habitat types. 

                       

VOLUNTEERS: 
June 

• More than 60 Target employees participated in a cleanup at Lake Pleasant on June 1. This marks the 
third consecutive year Target has held a service project at the Lake. 

• Trail Ambassadors continue to be added to the program. There are currently 43 active Trail 
Ambassadors. 

July 

• FY26 Volunteer Hours total 99,657, the highest on record since we began keeping records 12 years ago. 
• FY26 financial impact of $3,337,513 also sets a record high. 
• 165 service events were held in FY26, the most in a single year. 
• 8317 hours were logged across service events in FY26. 
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TRADES: 

June 
• 40 Arizona 811 tickets requested. 
• 13 Work orders completed. 
• At Estrella, a water service line replacement was completed at the golf course. 
• At Cave Creek, upgrades were done on the exterior lighting at the Nature Center. 

July 
• 35 Arizona 811 tickets requested. 
• 16 of 19 Work orders completed. 
• At Lake Pleasant, three failed isolation water valves were removed and replaced, and a water leak on 

Scute Loop was repaired. 
TRAILS: 

June 
• In collaboration with the Trades crew, Trails has worked to resolve several issues at Paradise Valley 

Golf Course. Crews continued trimming and removing branches and overgrowth along the boundary 
fences, mowing regularly, and repairing the irrigation system. 

July 
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• The trails team continued to support Paradise Valley Golf Course operations through July. In addition 
to mowing, more than a dozen irrigation heads were replaced, and multiple lines and sprinkler heads 
were repaired.   

 

DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS: 

ESTRELLA: 
• All parking lots, including the maintenance compound, were repaved, resurfaced, and restriped in June. 

 

 

WHITE TANK: 

• Willow Campground drinking fountain was the last of 13 drinking fountains purchased and installed 
using American Rescue Plan Act funding received in 2024. 

 

 

• Willow/Scout Camp septic repair project involved replacing all septic plumbing under both restrooms 
and extending it to the inlet side of the septic tanks. At Willow, the leach lines on the septic tank's 
discharge side were replaced. At Scout Camp, the main line domestic water valve was replaced. 
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• The Trailhead Staging Capital Improvement Project is fully underway. This project will expand the 
existing parking area's footprint, pave approximately half of the lot, install a new flushing restroom, and 
realign the entrance to connect directly to Waterfall Canyon Road, creating a T-intersection with the 
main road. The project is anticipated to be completed in mid-to-late September. 

            

 
CAVE CREEK REGIONAL PARK: 
Projects: 

• Trades completed LED upgrades to the Nature Center’s exterior lighting. 
 

DESERT OUTDOOR CENTER (DOC) AT LAKE PLEASANT: 
Programming: 

June 
• Interpretive Rangers scheduled 94 park programs with a total of 376 visitors.   

July 
• 105 Park programs with a total of 455 visitors. 
• Fourteen programs were canceled due to the summer heat. 
• Interpretive Rangers hosted a three-day summer camp at Hassayampa River Preserve that included 20 

children. 
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Maintenance: 
• Emergency repairs were completed on a clogged pipe linking the macerator to the Evapotranspiration 

Bed.  
Events: 

• The DOC hosted an overnight school retreat for high school students, a high school graduation party, a 
wedding, an overnight stay for Arizona Game and Fish Department researchers, and a 4-day girls' 
church retreat. 

 

HASSAYAMPA RIVER PRESERVE 
Conservation: 

June 
• Park Supervisor is working with arborists to complete a comprehensive tree inventory to better 

understand riparian forest health issues at the Preserve. 
• Conversations continue with The Nature Conservancy and the Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire 

Management regarding fence replacement and the creation of defensible space for wildfire mitigation.  
July 
• In mid-July, a flood knocked out both trail bridges and flooded two of the Preserve’s trails.  Volunteers 

and Park Rangers replaced the bridges, and both trails reopened once the water receded. 
• A meeting was held with The Nature Conservancy and the Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire 

Management to determine access routes for the upcoming fence replacement and vegetation 
management project. 

 

LAKE PLEASANT REGIONAL PARK: 
Events: 

July 
• Lake Pleasant partnered with the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the Arizona Game and Fish 

Department to provide water safety education and outreach. Activities included onshore and on-water 
safety education and vessel safety inspections. 

• 12 Students earned their Arizona Boater Education Certification at the Discovery Center through a 
partnership among Maricopa County Parks and Recreation, Interpretive Rangers, and the Arizona Game 
and Fish Department. 

Conservation: 
• Representatives from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and Maricopa County Parks and Recreation met 

to discuss GPS points for boundary fencing of the North Conservation Area, project strategy, and 
stakeholder recommendations for future planning. 

MCDOWELL MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 
Projects: 

• Maricopa County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) has agreed to grade the event parking areas.  
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• Capital Improvement Projects include boring power lines to provide additional power to the new 
campground sites.    

• Contractor AJP will repair South Loop campground sites requiring dirt work. There is no anticipated 
start date yet. 

 

SAN TAN MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 
Projects: 

• The County’s Enterprise Technology and Innovation Department (ETI) conducted an on-site walk-
through to plan potential technology upgrades, including satellite-based internet service at the 
Goldmine entrance. 

• San Tan Supervisor has begun implementing the system-wide playground inspection program. 
Preliminary site visits include White Tank, Usery, and McDowell. 

Maintenance: 
• Maintenance has been focused on the area around the Nature Center off Phillips Road, repairing 

plumbing, irrigation, and the pond inside the tortoise enclosure.  
 

USERY MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 
Volunteers: 

• Central Arizona Council on Developmental Disabilities (CACDD) continues to volunteer at Usery every 
Thursday, completing more than 40 hours of community service in May. 

• Probationers from Maricopa County Adult Probation completed 45 hours of community service at the 
park. 

 

 

 

      
 


