
 
 
 

 
 

              Parks & Recreation 
41835 N. Castle Hot Springs Rd. 
Morristown, AZ 85342 

P: 602.506.2930 
E: maricopacountyparks@maricopa.gov Page 1 of 7 

41835 N. Castle Hot Springs Rd. 
Morristown, AZ 85342-9687 
Main: 602-506-2930 
HQ: 602-506-9500 
www.maricopa.gov/parks  

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date:        September 15, 2026 
 
To: Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 
 
From: Jennifer Waller, Director 
 
Re: Director’s Summary of Current Events 

 
 
Listed below are activities the Department has been involved with during August 2026. 

 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AGENDA ITEMS: 

Date/Status Tracking 
Number 

Summary 

9/2/2026 
 APPROVED 

C-73-25-010-X-02 240064-DBB, VULTURE MOUNTAIN RECREATION AREA 
AMENITIES 
Approve Contract Modifications 28 and 29 to Contract 
#240064-DBB between Maricopa County and TSG 
Constructors, LLC, in the amount of $127,653.64, for the 
Vulture Mountain Recreation Area Amenities project 
located near Wickenburg, Arizona. Approval of 
modifications 28 and 29 will increase the total contract 
value to $28,874,890.70. Approval of these contract 
modifications to Contract #240064-DBB with TSG 
Constructors, LLC is requested to address necessary 
changes to the on-site wastewater treatment system and 
Nature Center interior building walls. 

9/2/2026 
APPROVED 

C-30-08-036-5-03 AMENDMENT TO IGA WITH CITY OF PEORIA FOR 
RELOCATION OF A PORTION OF MARICOPA TRAIL 
SEGMENT 11  
(Supervisory District: 4) Approve and execute the 
Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) Amendment Three 
between the City of Peoria (City) and Maricopa County 
(County) for the relocation of a section of Maricopa Trail 
Segment 11 at El Mirage Road. The term of the Agreement 
shall be from the effective date of this Amendment Three 
and shall continue for a period of ten (10) years from the 
effective date unless otherwise terminated by the Parties 
as set forth herein. The term may be extended for up to ten 
(10) additional years by mutual written agreement of the 
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Parties.  The purpose of this relocation is to provide a 
safer crossing of El Mirage Road for trail users. The 
existing multi-use trail will be relocated to a new shared-
use path along both the east and west sides of the future 
El Mirage Road. The relocated trail will extend from 
approximately 1,300 feet south of Happy Valley Road to 
the intersection of El Mirage Road and Happy Valley Road. 
Trail users will cross El Mirage Road at the new signalized 
intersection at Happy Valley Road, providing a safe, 
controlled crossing. Any costs associated with the 
relocation, design, permitting, and construction of the 
multi-modal trail in conjunction with relocation as stated 
in this Amendment Three, shall be the sole responsibility 
of the City. This Amendment Three authorizes the 
Maricopa County Parks and Recreation Department 
(MCPRD) Director to administer the IGA, including 
executing documents necessary for its administration. All 
other terms of the IGA remain unchanged and in full force 
and effect, consistent with prior amendments and the 
perpetual trail provisions of the original IGA. The 
agreement is non-financial. 
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ADMINISTRATION/FINANCE DIVISION: 
PARKS VISITOR ATTENDANCE REPORT (FY27 THROUGH AUGUST):  
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FY26 BUDGET REPORT (PERIOD 2):  

 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES:  
Welcome/Promotions/Transfers:    

• Jennifer Reecher – Lake Pleasant – Effective 8/17/2026 
• Tanner Rotarius – Lake Pleasant – Effective 8/17/026 
• Jason Vickers – Usery – Effective 8/24/2026 

 
Farewells: 

• Sylvia Perkins – Effective 8/10/2026 
 

Transfers: 
• Jimmy Gregson – Spur Cross Supervisor – Effective 8/24/2026 
• Blake Spanier – Usery Supervisor – Effective 8/24/2026 

 
Current Vacancies: 

• Accounting Specialist – HQ 
• Park Custodian – Lake Pleasant 
• Park Office Assistant Specialized – Estrella 
• Park Supervisor – Estrella 
• Park Supervisor – Cave Creek  

 

PARK OPERATIONS DIVISION: 
NATURAL RESOURCES: 
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• Natural Resource staff have been working diligently to 
prepare for the upcoming Desert Defender Season, wrap 
up FY2026 wildlife data, complete the FY26 management 
summary, and organize native seed for the upcoming seed 
pellet workshops and seed toss events.  

• Saguaro cacti were successfully grown in the greenhouse; 
we are hopeful that 150+ saguaros will survive the 
summer and will be transplanted into individual pots within 
the next 2 months. 
 
 

 

            

VOLUNTEERS: 
• Volunteers have been assigned their online safety training for FY27.  69 volunteers have 

completed their training so far. 
• The Volunteer Coordinator recently held a meeting with the Volunteer Manager from Arizona 

State Parks.  They exchanged ideas and discussed best practices in volunteer management.     

 
TRAILS: 
Maricopa Trail: 

• Installed five of the new eco-counters Pyro-Box (trail use counters) at Maricopa Regional 
Trail System (MRTS) gates in Cave Creek (Segment 16), Estrella (Segments 33 and 35), 
Usery (Segment 27), and White Tank (Segment 35). Data is being collected and will be 
assessed for accuracy within the next month for fine-tuning and adjustments with the 
vendor. A few more will be installed in September to cover every MRTS gate at the parks.  
 

saguaro cacti   saguaro cacti sprouts  
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                               Estrella Mountain Regional Park – Crossover Trail / MRTS Segment 33 

Park Trails 

• Regular Maintenance and response to weather events on various trails in Estrella and 
McDowell.  

• Trails Division is continuing its support for the mowing and general upkeep at the Paradise 
Valley Golf Center. 

 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS: 

White Tank 
• Wildlife Trailhead – Phase 1 was completed in August. Phase 1 included the restroom 

building and underground utilities. Phase 2 has started and includes all concrete sidewalks, 
curbs, and the asphalt parking lot.  

 

DESERT OUTDOOR CENTER (DOC) AT LAKE PLEASANT: 
Projects: 

• A Scout finished installation of solar pump for new DOC wildlife pond in former ethnobotany 
garden. The trail camera has already recorded 25+ species visiting the water feature.  

Maintenance: 
•  Lightning struck one of the buildings, setting off alarms in the dormitories; diagnostics and 

repairs are pending.  
Events: 
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• No ranger programming at DOC.  
• In parks, the rangers did 112 programs, 24 of which were canceled due to extreme heat, 

leaving 88 programs for 342 guests.  
 

HASSAYAMPA RIVER PRESERVE: 
Projects: 

• Meeting on site with contractors and HQ staff to rehabilitate the historic Spring House here 
at the Preserve. 

• Field visit with Maricopa County Realty Department and The Nature Conservancy (TNC) to 
observe and identify constructed encroachments onto Preserve lands from an adjacent 
landowner. TNC intends to give these small parcels to the adjacent landowner. 

Events: 
• Bug Night with Arizona State University was held at the Preserve on 8/20. 

 
SPUR CROSS RANCH CONSERVATION AREA: 
Events: 

• New Park Supervisor Jimmy Gregson has fully transitioned into his role at Spur Cross and 
has been meeting with local community partners. 

 

USERY MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK: 
Events: 

• Ranger Olivia and staff celebrated Desert Tortoise Al’s 28th Birthday on August 15th.  This 
was listed as a park/ranger program on social media.  Over 25 guests visited the Nature 
Center to celebrate with Al.  Part of the celebration was watching Al eat his vegetable pie, 
and the snakes celebrated by eating rodents. 

 

 
 



