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Date:  September 15, 2023 

To:  Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 

From:  R.J. Cardin, Director 

Re:  Director's Summary of Current Events 

 
Listed below are activities the department has been involved with during July and August 2023. 
 
Office of the Director  
 
Board of Supervisors Agenda Items: 

 
 
Administration Division  
 
Parks Visitor Attendance Report (FY24 through August): Page 10 
 
FY23 Budget Report (Period 13 close) 

 
 
 

Date/ 
Status 

Tracking Number Summary 

07/26/2023 
Approved 

C-06-24-024-X-00 Donations for Parks and Recreation:  In accordance with County Policy A2508, 
accept the monthly donation report received from Parks and Recreation for June 
2023, for a Cash Value of $1,479.11. 

08/09/2023 
Approved 

C-30-24-002-X-00 Permanent Addition to Fleet: Approve a permanent addition to the fleet of two 
vehicles for the Parks Department, Maricopa Trail, as follows: Two 1/2-Ton 
Trucks with an estimated cost of $45,000 for each vehicle, plus taxes and 
onboarding costs, The vehicles will be used by staff to travel between Maricopa 
Trail segment locations within the County for trail repair and maintenance 
activities. 

08/23/2023 
Approved 

C-06-24-072-X-00 Donations for Parks and Recreation:  In accordance with County Policy A2508, 
accept the monthly donation report received from Parks and Recreation for July 
2023, for a Cash Value of $777.85. 
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Human Resources 

• Welcome/Promotions/Transfers 
o Cody Ross, Contact Station Assistant, Lake Pleasant, 8/7/2023 
o Alexander Garcia, Promotion, Park Staff Administrator, 9/4/2023 
o Kristopher (Kyle) Swann, Promotion, Trails Specialist, 9/4/2023 
o Andrew Schnapp, Promotion, Trails Specialist, 9/4/2023 
o Rusty Rogers, Promotion, Trails Specialist, 9/4/2023 
o Christopher Flaim, Promotion, Trails Specialist, 9/4/2023 

• Farewells 
o Shayla Gunn, Park Supervisor, Usery, 8/18/2023 
o Lisa Perry, Contact Station Assistant, Lake Pleasant, 8/27/2023 

• Vacancies 
o Park Maintenance Worker, Lake Pleasant 
o Park Maintenance Worker, Lake Pleasant 
o Park Maintenance Worker, McDowell 
o Park Maintenance Worker, McDowell 
o Park Maintenance Worker, Usery 
o Interpretive Ranger, In background check 
o Procurement Specialist, interviews held 
o Contact Station Assistant, Lake Pleasant 
o Contact Station Assistant, Lake Pleasant 
o Contact Station Assistant, Lake Pleasant 
o Contact Station Assistant, McDowell 
o Park Supervisor, Usery 
 

Volunteer Hours (FY24 through August):  
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Park Operations Division 
 
Natural Resources 

• The Natural Resource Specialist (NRS) and interpretive rangers partnered with the University of Arizona Extension 
Department hosting two Seed Bomb workshops. The Seed Bombs consisted of native seeds collected within the 
parks mixed with clay and compost. Yielding over 7,000 seed bombs, park staff and Desert Defender volunteers and 
stewards deployed them at five parks within disturbed areas, invasive species removal areas, and/or wildfire-
impacted areas.  We set aside 2,000 seed bombs for the Diamond Wildfire-impacted areas at McDowell Mountain. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

• Parks worked closely with the City of Scottsdale and 
McDowell Sonoran Conservancy to monitor the Diamond 
Wildfire Effects. The NRS provided the monitoring protocol, 
and Park staff teamed up with the City of Scottsdale Natural 
Resource staff and McDowell Sonoran Conservancy to 
perform the monitoring with two on-the-ground transects, 
documenting the scorch of the saguaro and other cacti 
within the plots. The parks set aside 2,000 seed bombs and 
deployed them during a Fox News interview about the 
Diamond Wildfire impacted areas at McDowell Mountain. 
Then we made several hundred more seed bombs to deploy 
for Channel 12 news story about Desert 
Defenders/wildfires and the revitalization of wildfire-
impacted areas. Link to story: ..\Media\desert defenders hit 
1.mp4.  We will continue to work with these partners to 
develop a Diamond Wildfire Recovery Plan.  

• The NRS, working with Maricopa County's Office of Enterprise Technology, has flown drone imaging over the entire 
fire area at a high level (200 ft). They flew two additional transects at low levels (roughly 3,000 ft long and 160 ft 

../Media/desert%20defenders%20hit%201.mp4
../Media/desert%20defenders%20hit%201.mp4
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wide) that park staff will monitor using similar methods as the on-the-ground monitoring to determine if drones may 
be more efficient for monitoring future wildfires. 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• The NRS has been working with the Southwest Vegetation Management 
Team to set up the October 18 and 19, 2023, Annual Conference. It includes up to 12 Pesticide CEUs. To learn 
more about the conference, visit the webpage at SWVMA Fall Conference 2023 – SWVMA. 

 
Trades 

• During July, the Trades Crew  
o Completed 28 calls for service. 
o Completed 14 utility line locator service calls. 
o Met with Risk Management for inspection of fall-prevention harnesses.   
o Completed oil change of the Central Arizona Project main pump. 
o Began planning efforts for park projects. 

• In August, the Trades Crew  
o Completed 40 Park service calls. 
o Completed 18 utility line locator service calls. 

 
Trails 

• Maricopa Trail:  
o Bronco Trailhead to Tonto Ranger District office - inspected the trail and found major damage to several wash 

crossings and the trail overgrown from apparent lack of use - scheduled for ACE FY-24 maintenance and repair. 
o Tonto Ranger to Dove Valley gate - reported significant rutting and erosion damage, found and repaired erosion 

and ruts on 3.4+ miles of trail. 
o Segment 11 - cleared temporary reroute / construction detour for McMicken Dam outflow expansion project - 

installed (temporary) detour signs. Performed inspections and worked on several trailheads. 
o Segment 77 - inspected routes from Lake Pleasant to Vulture Mountain Recreation Area. Held a kick-off meeting 

with the Bureau of Reclamation and several other organizations regarding Segment 77. 

• Parks:  
o McDowell - field Inspection of damage to trails from Diamond Fire: Pemberton, Delsie, Lariat, and Spur Trails.  

Trail damage appears minimal and does not pose any safety hazard to users. In addition, performed some 
minor cleanup of burned trees and shrubs from the trail corridor.  

o Estrella - Junior National Expansion - contacted several prospective contractors for Rainbow Valley, Baseline, 
and Quail Trails reroutes - sent out information packets about the trails project.   

o San Tan - Goldmine Trailhead - completed installation of new rollover gate.  
o Lake Pleasant - Inspected Honeymoon Cove Trail with HMI for repair estimates. 

 
 
Development Projects 

https://www.swvma.org/swvma-fall-conference-2023/
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• Cave Creek:  Kickoff of the campground project, design only. 

• Lake Pleasant: Initiated scope of work with a contractor for the Agua Fria water well. 

• McDowell:  Met with Salt River Project (SRP) representatives on the power needs and bringing additional power to 
the park.  Also, working with the Maricopa County Department of Transportation to create Computer-Aided Design 
roadway files for use by SRP for powerline upgrades.  

• System:  Began FY24 tracking of all projects in Microsoft Project and created new reporting guidelines. 

• Buckeye Hills:  Initiated scope of work for a water well. 

• Estrella:  held a kick-off meeting of the campground project, design only. 

• Lake Pleasant:   
o Kick-off meeting for drilling the new water well for Agua Fria; completion scheduled for December/January. 
o Remodeling of the 3 entry stations was completed on September 1 with new windows, counters, workstations, 

cabinets, blinds, etc. 
o Staff Support is fully functional with new furniture and desk workstations. 
o Work began on rehabbing the Wild Burro septic bed. 

• Multiple locations:  Working with the Procurement Department on the Request for Proposal for interactive smart 
trail signage at Cave Creek and Spur Cross. 
 

Parks 

• Buckeye Hills Regional Park 
o Maintenance:  

▪ Park staff and construction worked with shooting range volunteers to get two air conditioning units 
repaired. 

 

• Cave Creek Regional Park 
o Maintenance:  

▪ Three new drinking fountains with bottle 
fillers were installed in the day-use 
bathrooms.  

o Natural Resources:  
▪ Our tortoise, Piccolo, had his yearly 

checkup. Dr. K said he is in good health and 
is ready to hibernate. 

 
 
 
 
 

• Desert Outdoor Center  
o Park Programming:  

▪ The interpretive rangers have been working hard to provide summer programs during this scorching July, 
most occurring in the early morning or indoors in the afternoon. 456 participants attended a total of 59 
programs.  Some popular programs were the American Monsoon Lunch and Learn, Desert Hiking, and the 
Boat Safety indoor programs. 

▪ The Extreme Heat Advisory that was in place for most of July led to the department's decision to cancel 
many of our evening hikes for the welfare and safety of our visitors and staff. 

▪ August was another hot month, but the interpretative rangers still managed to offer 76 programs that 458 
people attended. We did experience a 25% "no-show" rate for this month's programs, so we are 
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brainstorming ways to make our summer programming more efficient and enticing even when 
temperatures exceed 105F.  

o Training:   
▪ The interpretive rangers were also excited to visit the Wildlife World Zoo as part of an educational 

exchange between the zoo and park staff. We had an amazing time with Lorenzo Fuentes, Director of 
Education, showing us "behind the scenes" learning about animal care, and we even got a meet and greet 
with Crockett, the sea lion. We look forward to hosting their staff at Hassayampa River Preserve later this 
summer. 

▪ Jenny Frank with the Maricopa County Air Quality Department held a private training session on 8/17 for 
the Interpretive Rangers to introduce them to Air Quality's available educational programming and 
resources.  We look forward to sharing their messaging with students who visit the Desert Outdoor Center 
and possibly Homeschool Happening programs across the parks. 

 

• Estrella Mountain Regional Park 
o Maintenance:  

▪ Staff, hosts, community service workers, and volunteer Desert Defenders did an excellent job watering 
and tending to the Pollinator Garden in the extreme heat. Many plants have survived, and pollinator 
species are beginning to find them and benefit from the garden. 

▪ The turf area took a substantial hit just before the summer heat arrived with a lightning strike hitting the 
field. The effects translated into an electric surge spider-webbing throughout the field and damaging 
electronic components and underground wiring in the irrigation system. Several grass patches turned 
brown. 

▪ Staff worked on issues with the park irrigation system. Several vendors were contacted for repairs and 
quotes to assist us in working through the issues with the elctronic system.    

 

• Hassayampa River Preserve 
o Natural Resources:  

▪ Arizona Game and Fish Department and Arizona State University's bird banding project ended on July 31. 
▪ Staff rescued an injured Pelican from Hwy 60 and took it to a rescue for care and rehab. 

o Projects:  
▪ Visitor Center remodel has started. Construction will take place over the next several months. 
▪ The exhibit design and improvement project is in progress. 
▪ The trail improvement project is beginning (i.e., viewing areas).   

o Maintenance:  
▪ Slower summer months are being used to catch up on maintenance (e.g., sand and stain historic doors, 

pick up and discard fallen trees and palm fronds). 
 

• Lake Pleasant Regional Park 
o Operation: 

▪ 4th of July Weekend (June 30-July 4). The park was visually estimated to be over 80 percent full for the 
duration of the weekend. 

o Projects: 
▪ Roadrunner Campground is closed for upcoming renovations.  

o Training 
▪ Arizona Game and Fish Department's Wildlife Manager, Tim Carlson, conducted a presentation for staff 

on hunting laws in Arizona. 
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• McDowell Mountain Regional Park 
o Maintenance:  

▪ New maintenance module training is coming and will be tested in August. 
▪ Pemberton and the 176th Street Service Road were repaired. 
▪ Restroom fixture refurbishment is underway. 
▪ Campground signage replacement is complete. 

o Projects:  
▪ 559 survey responses were received for the new McDowell Bike Park design. 

 

• Paradise Valley Park  
o Maintenance: 

▪ The maintenance crew from Cave Creek Park has been working on improvements to the water tank and 
old parking lot adjacent to Casey at the Bat concessionaire. All the trees were trimmed, fence repairs 
completed, and 655 tons of gravel spread throughout the area.  

▪ The Concessionaire, Casey at the Bat, extended their contract and has agreed to maintain the old parking 
lot area as of August 1, 2023, saving hundreds of maintenance hours needed to be scheduled to complete 
weed removal and tree trimming. The staff will continue to oversee fence and water tank equipment 
maintenance.  

▪ Also, thanks to the Desert Outdoor Center maintenance crew for assisting in spreading the gravel.  
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• San Tan Mountain Regional Park 
o Maintenance:  

▪ Completed a sign inventory and needs assessment – ordering and replacing any missing, old, or faded 
items. 

o Natural Resources:  
▪ Staff members went to Usery to learn and participate in how to make seed balls.  Staff also participated 

in getting the balls into the landscape by shooting a couple with a slingshot. 
o Operations:  

▪ The Park Supervisor met with a representative from Shea Homes at the model homes to inform them of 
all the opportunities the park offers future homeowners. This new development is located on the east side 
of Goldmine Mountain next to the park. Staff was able to leave park printed materials at the sales office. 

 

• Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area 
o Maintenance:  

▪ Solar Oasis Pond received routine maintenance – trimmed and removed aquatic plants such as cattails, 
bulrushes, Mexican Water Lily, Pennywort, and Juncus. 

▪ Park staff and the Desert Foothills Land Trust staff met with a boy scout to discuss her upcoming Eagle 
project in the conservation area. Megan will first raise funds to purchase needed materials and then 
construct 10-12 plank bridges for the creek crossings in Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area and the 
neighboring Jewel of the Creek Preserve. After construction, the scouts from her troop will carry the 
bridges to cache at the various crossings to serve as replacement bridges.  

o Natural Resources:  
▪ According to the Maricopa County Flood Control rain gauge, Spur Cross has received three rain events so 

far this monsoon season, all occurring in August, with only .71 inches of precipitation. The average 
monsoon rainfall in Spur Cross is 3.24 inches since record-keeping began in 1993. 
 

• Usery Mountain Regional Park 
o Operations:  

▪ Only one rescue took place in July, which was an injured ankle (not heat-related). 
▪ The Nature Center was broken into, fortunately, only a few relatively non-essential items were stolen. 
▪ Usery received a new rattlesnake for display. His name is Tony the Tiger (rattlesnake), “He's Greeaatt!” 
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▪ Usery received several new burlap and paper targets for the Archery Range and the upcoming busy season. 
o Volunteers: 

▪ Usery had a new volunteer begin assisting at Archery Range in July; he helped build new target butts and 
general maintenance around the upper and lower practice range.  

o Events: 
▪ Aravaipa Running held its annual Stunner Night Run and Mountain Bike event, and over 500 people 

participated. 
 

• White Tank Mountain Regional Park 
o Maintenance:  

▪ Several day-use areas are being restored with the help of volunteers and park staff. Staff have moved 
several tons of decomposed Granite, cleaned picnic tables, and repaired grills in time for our upcoming 
fall season. 

▪ With the extreme weather, several Saguaros and other native plants have not survived. 
▪ Highlights include a Native Seed Deployment Hike, where "seed bombs" were deployed in several areas, 

facilitating the health and biodiversity of the park. 
 
 

o Natural Resources:  
▪ Met with the Arizona Game and Fish Department to discuss the potential for additional wildlife water 

catchments. 
▪ The wildlife pond needed a fresh cleanup. Staff removed overground reeds from the pond and cleared 

heavy undergrowth to restore viewing. 
▪ As of the end of August, the Saguaro seedling project has produced 85 Saguaro sprouts and is growing! 

o Events:  
▪ The Race Timers group held their annual Four on the 4th Race to the Top foot race with 58 participants. 
▪ Aravaipa Running's Insomniac Night Trail Run/Ride, with over 300 participants. 

o Projects: 
▪ The new Entry Booth has been delivered and placed on the pad.  All utilities are ready.  The interior and 

installation of the air conditioner will be completed in August. 
▪ The new chlorinator has been installed and is now operational for the park's water system. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

–– 

Maricopa County Parks Visitor Report 
FY24, through August 2023 
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