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Date:  May 10, 2023 

To:  Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 

From:  R.J. Cardin, Director 

Re:  Director's Summary of Current Events 

 
Listed below are activities the department has been involved with during March and April 2023. 
 
Office of the Director  
 
NACPRO Awards: This spring, the department submitted two nominations for the National Association of County Park 
and Recreation Officials (NACPRO) awards:  

• Outstanding Volunteer Award: Throughout his 28 years of service at Estrella Mountain Regional Park, Gayland 
Lockridge spent numerous hours running equipment, grooming gravel lots, mowing the sixty-five-acre picnic 
area, and trimming thousands of trees. And he welcomed and made an impact on thousands of park visitors 
during his tenure. CONGRATULATIONS to Gayland, who was selected as this year’s recipient of the NACPRO 
Friends of Parks and Recreation – Outstanding Volunteer category. 

• Conservation: The Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area land acquisition is the perfect example of how a 
partnership can positively impact a community. This year, the Maricopa County Parks and Recreation 
Department, the Town of Cave Creek, and Desert Foothills Land Trust were able to acquire and add a 30.6-acre 
parcel of land adjacent to the conservation area. Not only does this acquisition enlarge the footprint of the 
conservation area, but it also protects it forever. The project was selected as this year’s NACPRO Special 
Awards – Conservation award recipient.  

 
Prickly Pedal: The 36-mile Prickly Pedal Race will return on Saturday, January 20, 2024. The Maricopa Trail and Park 
Foundation has contracted with Aravaipa to facilitate the mountain bike race. The race starts in the Town of Cave Creek 
and finish in Lake Pleasant Regional Park.  
 
Board of Supervisors Agenda Items: 

Date/ 
Status 

Tracking Number Summary 

3/1/2023 
Approved 

C-06-23-546-X-00 Donations for Parks and Recreation:  In accordance with County Policy A2508, 
accept the monthly donation report received from Parks and Recreation for 
January 2023, for a Cash Value of $2,526.26. 

3/15/2023 
Approved 

C-30-23-024-X-00 Donations for Parks and Recreation: Accept the restricted monetary donations 
of $1,500.00 for a memorial bench to be placed within Estrella Mountain Regional 
Park from Dan McFarland; a donation valued at $5,000.00 of a gate system and 
control arm currently installed at gate three at Lake Pleasant Regional Park from 
Scorpion Bay Holdings, LLC. 

3/29/2023 
Approved 

C-06-23-605-X-00 Donations for Parks and Recreation:  In accordance with County Policy A2508, 
accept the monthly donation report received from Parks and Recreation for 
February 2023, for a Cash Value of $1,628.27. 

4/12/2023 
Approved 

C-74-23-007-X-00 Transfer Vehicle from Parks to Equipment Services Department: Approve the 
transfer of vehicle #M1210 2012 Kubota RTV500 from the Parks Department to 
the Equipment Services Department replacing #228. In addition, with no 
reduction to Parks, vehicle #M1210 was replaced by #80322. 
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Administration Division  
 
Parks Visitor Attendance Report (FY23 through April 2023): Page 14 
 
FY23 Budget Report (3rd quarter forecast) 

 
 
Human Resources 

• Welcome/Promotions/Transfers 
o Thomas Crampton, Park assistant, Estrella 3/20 
o Douglas Robertson (Internal), Park Assistant, Lake Pleasant 3/20 
o Alexander Garcia, Park Assistant, Estrella 3/20 
o Ryan Best, PT/Temp Contact Station Assistant, Cave Creek 4/3 
o Matthew Ontiveros, Park Maintenance Worker, Cave Creek 4/3 
o Kristopher (Kyle)Swann, Park Maintenance Worker, McDowell 4/3 
o Sheri Simmons (Internal), Management Analyst, HQ 4/17 
o Priscella Luera, Administrative Assistant, HQ 4/17 
o Lori Ortega (Internal), Contact Station Assistant, Lake Pleasant 4/17 
o Emily Hogan, Contact Station Assistant, Lake Pleasant 4/17 

• Farewells 
o Jennifer Indelicato, Contact Station Assistant, Lake Pleasant 4/5/2023 
o Dustin Chittum, Park Maintenance Worker, McDowell 5/1/2023 

• Vacancies 
o Park Maintenance Worker, PCN 17168, McDowell – Posting closed 5/11 
o Park Maintenance Worker, PCN 19533, Lake Pleasant – Conditional offer  
o Administrative Assistant, PCN 14333- Hired, starts 5/15 
o Contact Station Assistant, PCN 79630- Posting closed 5/3 
o Trades Specialist Supervisor, PCN 1409 – Conditional offer 
o Navigational Aide Tech, PCN 1452, Pending interviews 

 
 
 
 
 

4/26/2023 
Approved 

C-06-23-642-X-00 Donations for Parks and Recreation:  In accordance with County Policy A2508, 
accept the monthly donation report received from Parks and Recreation for 
March 2023, for a Cash Value of $2,103.55. 
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Volunteer Hours (FY23 through April 2023):  

 
 

 
 
 
  



Parks & Recreation 

41835 N. Castle Hot Springs Rd. 

Morristown, AZ 85342 

P: 602.506.2930 

E: maricopacountyparks@maricopa.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Page 4 of 14 

Park Operations Division 
 
Natural Resources 

• National Park Service: 
o Spur Cross - Lake Mead Invasive Species Management Team finished their last invasive species treatment of 

80 acres in April as part of the grant.   
o Cave Creek - Lake Mead Invasive Species Management Team began the two-year project of managing invasive 

species funded by the Healthy Forest Initiative Grant ($120,000) covering a 100-acre area.  

• Desert Defenders: 
o Active recruitment and training of the Desert Defender Team are producing results. We now have ten Desert 

Defender Stewards (volunteer leads) at six parks. The park interpretive rangers collectively led 21 Desert 
Defender Removal events during March and April.  

o One hundred sixty volunteers and nine staff removed just under 1.5 million invasive plants from six parks, 
totaling almost 14,000 pounds.  All hands on deck are making a difference! 

• Media: 
o The Natural Resource Specialist has been interviewed by several tv/radio stations regarding Stinknet, an 

invasive species, and sharing the message about removing it from the Arizona habitats. 
 
Trades 

• Training Development: 
o Conducted concrete basic training for maintenance staff on-site at San Tan. 

• Completed 43 work requests for service in March and 35 in April. 

• Lake Pleasant:   
o Completed the new lighting installation at the staff support building. 

 
Trails 

• Ace Crew:   
o Completed scheduled work for the FY23 season finishing in 14 miles in San Tan and 16 miles Usery parks. 

• Cultural Clearances: 
o San Tan Goldmine Reroute: PaleoWest completed the survey and awaiting review from the Bureau of Land 

Management. 

• Maricopa Trail: 
o Segment 11- Clean-up of Sun Valley Parkway Trailhead. This site is an on-going challenge with garbage and 

fence-cutting.   

• Parks:  
o Lake Pleasant - Assisted with support from an Eagle Scout on the Bobcat Day-use area access trail with 

installation of new water bars and cleaning. 
o Estrella - Laid out ribbon lines and GPS trail proposed reroutes to Rainbow Valley, Quail, and Baseline trails for 

Junior National expansion. 
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o Hassayampa - Completed final FY23 ACE crew deployment after being redirected from Usery for significant 
flood damage repairs. 

 
 
Projects 

• Cave Creek:  
o Campground Upgrade Design - awarded to the EPS Group for $50,471 

• Estrella:  
o Campground Design - awarded to the EPS Group for $406,950. 

• McDowell: 
o Pillar Design kicked off the Bike Park project with a site tour with the park supervisor. 

• Buckeye Hills: Installation of two host sites completed. 
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• Lake Pleasant: 
o Westland Resources has begun the Cultural Resources Survey (CRS) for the Wind Warning project. 
o SWCA has begun the Cultural Survey for the Roadrunner Campground project. 
o Staff Support building renovations - completed. 

 
 

o  Overlook pump station completed 
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• McDowell: Installation of two host sites completed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Aqua Fria: Entry station completed 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

• Usery:  
o Parking lot construction - completed. 
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• White Tank:  
o Competitive Track Trailhead Design - awarded to Kimley Horn for $239,905. 
o Horse Staging Trailhead Design - awarded to Kimley Horn for $197,215 

• Well Projects:  
o New World Matrix has started the Hydrological Studies of Buckeye Hills and Agua Fria Conservation Area. 

• Operation and Maintenance: 
o Finalizing FY24 vehicle replacements. 
o Cave Creek and Usery Nature Centers exterior paint projects - completed. 

 

Parks 

• Annual Volunteer 

Appreciation 

Celebrations: the 

parks honored the 

volunteers between 

February and 

March. The 

Department 

provided lunch and 

a token of 

appreciation with a 

commemorative 

park t-shirt. We 

have a fantastic 

group of 

volunteers! 

 

• Cave Creek Regional Park 
o Events: 

▪ There were four weddings in March and April held at the Amphitheater. 
▪ Ultraman AZ is a three-day ultra-marathon event with 20 participants, plus each participant’s support crew.  

Each participant started at Lake Pleasant with a swim, then biked and ran throughout the valley. Days 2 
and 3 of the marathons began and ended at the Ramadas. 

o Maintenance:  
▪ The Maintenance Crew is busy preparing for the summer months; they have been removing vegetation 

around the buildings  
▪ Probation Workers - Four probationers completed 78 hours of community service. 

 

• Desert Outdoor Center  
o Center Programming:  

▪ Seventeen schools visited the center in March, bringing over 1,600 students and chaperones to enjoy 87 
ranger-led programs. 

▪ Fourteen schools visited in April, bringing over 972 students and chaperones to enjoy 62 ranger-led 
programs.   

o Park Programming:  
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▪ Rangers offered 74 interpretive programs across all parks, engaging with over 1,282 program participants 
in March.   

▪ Discovery stations are scheduled pop-in programs for which the ranger sets up a themed-station with a 
wide-variety of photos, props and touchable items for park visitors to enjoy and ask the ranger 
questions.  Popular discovery stations themes include venomous creatures, cactus curiosity and Sonoran 
desert 101. Discovery stations at nature centers and trailheads are popular at all parks, allowing the 
rangers to connect with an additional 179 visitors in March and April. 

▪ In April, Rangers offered 72 interpretive programs across all parks, engaging with over 850 program 
participants. Butterflies and Blooms were among the most popular Spring programs, followed closely by 
bird walks/hikes and Desert Trees supporting Earth Day. 

o Projects:   
▪ Replacement of the roof coping started near the end of March and we hope that this will stop the continued 

water leak issues our buildings have been experiencing.  
o Events: 

▪ Ranger Steve attended the Fountain Hills Dark Sky Festival on March 25. This festival promotes dark sky 
awareness and drew over 400 participants. 

▪ Rangers Kevin and Steve helped other Parks staff man the booth at the always popular Arizona Game and 
Fish Department (AZGFD) Wildlife Expo on March 25-26. Our reptilian wildlife ambassadors were a big hit, 
especially our Rosy Boa. 

▪ Ranger Steve attended the Nature at Night in Chandler on April 1, a new community event for Parks. Ranger 
Steve was happy to introduce 350 participants to a few of our nocturnal animal ambassadors. 

 

• Estrella Mountain Regional Park 
o Operations:  

▪ Wildflower super bloom occurred at Estrella in March.  
▪ The team then stepped into Easter planning by cleaning and prepping all the picnic sites. On Easter Sunday, 

every ramada was rented. In addition, many people brought pop-up shade canopies and camp chairs, filling 
all the areas under and around shade trees—a nice family weekend.   

o  Events:  
▪ Twenty-six runners participated in a small run on the Coldwater Park Trails on Saturday, April 22.  

 

• Hassayampa River Preserve 
o Natural Resources:  

▪ Record flooding after a rainy month caused extensive trail damage. River levels were the highest the staff 
had seen in the six years of Maricopa County Park’s management of the Preserve. Long-time volunteers 
agreed they had not seen flooding to this degree in many years. 

▪ Abundant rains caused abundant growth of annual vegetation.   
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▪ Staff and volunteers have been diligently attempting to keep the vegetation growth at bay along the trails, 
in the picnic areas, etc. 

▪ AGFD toad researchers placed data loggers along the river as part of their current Arizona toad research 
at the Preserve.  Amazingly, all the data loggers survived the flooding toward the end of the month!   

▪ Preserve hosted a volunteer event focusing on pulling invasive weeds from critical areas. 
o Events:  

▪ Staff, Ranger Eric, and volunteers participated in the annual All Vultures Eve wildlife viewing event at the 
bridge in Wickenburg.  Over 200 people and 500 vultures attended.   

▪ Staff participated in a local family educational event at Boyd Ranch and the annual AZGFD Outdoor Expo.   
▪ The Preserve announced its annual Nature Poetry contest, sponsored by the Friends of Hassayampa.  

Winning poems were displayed along the trails to celebrate National Poetry Month, Earth Day, and Arbor 
Day, which all occur in April. 

▪ With the assistance of Ranger Eric, the Preserve hosted a Mesquite Festival in honor of Earth Day with 
several discovery stations along the Palm Lake trail educating visitors about the wonders of Mesquite 
trees. This festival was a partnership event between the Preserve, the Wickenburg Conservation 
Foundation, Friends of Hassayampa, and the Desert Awareness Committee.  The event brought record 
visitation and was declared a success by all. 

o Maintenance:  
▪ Flooding closed significant damage to the river trails and were closed. An ACE (American Conservation 

Experience) crew completed clean up and repairs. The River Ramble trail was able to be reopened at the 
end of the April, but access to Lion Trail and Lykes Lookout Trail is still closed due to river conditions.   

▪ During a recent community service day, a local girl scout troop assisted Preserve staff with various 
maintenance tasks. 

o Training: 
▪ The Preserve hosted a Master Naturalist training session led by an interpretive ranger.   

o Media: 
▪ Arizona PBS shot footage to feature the Preserve in an upcoming segment on their new show, “Trail Mix'd.”  

It will air later in May 
 

• Lake Pleasant Regional Park 
o Projects:  

▪ ET bed and plumbing project at the Discovery Center is scheduled to begin April 4.  
o Events:  

▪ March 17- Ultraman AZ event at Castle Creek boat ramp had 24 competitors and 100 spectators.  
▪ March 25- Aravaipa hosted the Annual Crown King Scramble at Castle Creek with nearly 400 participants. 
▪ April 2- the annual Dam Good Run w/ Aravaipa Running had 600 participants and 250 spectators.   

o Volunteer Events: 
▪ March 22- Nom's Bakery participated in a shoreline litter clean-up with their staff, there were approximately 

ten volunteers.  
o Training: 

▪ March 22- Admin Staff Supervisor, Jimmy Amaya, coordinated an all-staff training about Off-Highway 
Vehicle Rules and Regulations in partnership with Arizona Game and Fish Game Warden, Micah White.  

 

• McDowell Mountain Regional Park 
o Natural Resources:  

▪ The Park experienced high winds, which tore several shade sails in March. 
▪ A large ocotillo fell across the Pemberton Service Road and had to be removed. 

o Maintenance:  
▪ Several large road ruts were smoothed out in staging areas. 
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▪ Trimming and pulling of weeds and overgrowth 
▪ Northeast corner Fire break maintenance - completed  
▪ Culverts cleared to prepare for monsoon season 

 
o Events:  

▪ Hike for the Homeless 300+ participants 
▪ Belgian Waffle Ride 700+ participants 
▪ Cactus Cup 700+ participants 
▪ Arizona Game and Fish Wildlife Workshop 
▪ Onyx Run 
▪ Several guided trips and clinics 

 

• San Tan Mountain Regional Park 
o Events:  

▪ On April 1, volunteer Sandy Bennet represented the Park at this year's Queen Creek Archaeology Mini Expo.  
Sandy handed out information and gave out over 40 junior ranger workbooks. 

▪ Sinister Bike Races with 48 competitors on April 21. 
▪ Sinister Running Races with 194 competitors on April 22. 

o Operations:  
▪ On April 25, staff and a few core volunteers held a team-building hike.  The 3.5 round trip hike was the first 

time most staff had been to the southern end.  A couple of burros were even spotted in the areas. 
 

• Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area 
o Natural Resources:  

▪ Received an additional 3.9" of precipitation in March, bringing the year-to-date total rainfall to 7.52".  
▪ The conservation area also experienced three flash flood events during the month, one of which reached 

a peak flow of 2,887 cubic feet per second, the largest flood event in Cave Creek since 2014. 
▪ The Desert Defender program occurred on March 2 and 31 with volunteers removing many invasive plants 

from the trails. The first project targeted Sahara Mustard along the Dragonfly Trail; the second removed 
invasive species from the entry road between the parking area and the entry gate. 

o Maintenance: 
▪ Replaced bridges at the trails' creek crossings three times during March and have also been kept busy 

repairing flood damage and removing debris piles from the Dragonfly and Metate Trails. 
▪ With the large amount of precipitation received during the fall and winter months, sections of trails in 

riparian areas have become overgrown with vegetation. As a result, park staff and volunteers have been 
trimming and raking along the Metate, Towhee, and Dragonfly Trails. 

o Events: 
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▪ On April 11, a ribbon-cutting ceremony was held to celebrate the recent acquisition of nearly 30 acres of 
private land by Maricopa County and the Town of Cave Creek.   

▪ On April 22, the "Arizona Whistle Initiative" event occurred. The event was organized by the Arizona 
Foothills 911 organization to promote desert hiking safety. AZ Foothills 911 was handing out rescue 
whistles and safety brochures, a dog rescue group was providing information regarding hiking with pets, 
Daisy Mountain Fire Department was on hand with their rescue vehicles and equipment, and Spur Cross 
staff was handing out park maps and providing hiking information 

o Volunteers: 
▪ On April 27, the Saguaro Chapter of the Sierra Club members came out to the conservation area for their 

annual work project. This year, the group gave the entry area a makeover by painting the Host Entry Station 
and the main entry gate.  

 

• Usery Mountain Regional Park 
o Natural Resources: 

▪ Friends of Tonto National Forest and Hawes Trail Alliance hosted an invasive weed removal service project 
on Wind Cave Trail. 

o Maintenance:  
▪ The staff has worked closely with Usery Mountain Archers at our 3D range.  Several workdays occurred to 

repair and fully replace several 3D targets in this area.  
▪ Staff hosted a Side-by-Side training class for Park Hosts from McDowell Park. 
▪ Staff attended a training class at San Tan geared towards forming and pouring concrete. 
▪ Replaced fence line which was damaged/ruined due to a vehicle. 
▪ Removed all rock around the Entry Station, installed weed barrier material, and redistributed rock; hopefully, 

this will help with ongoing weed issues at the Entry Station. 
▪ The Outdoor Fitness Area at Usery received a new Ab Toner (replacement). 

o Events: 
▪ Usery Mountain Archers hosted the Pot of Gold Tournament in March. 
▪ Rural Metro hosted a mountain rescue training with 15 recruits, utilizing the Wind Cave Trail. 
▪ Maricopa County Sheriff's Office hosted a Tracker 3 training, classroom, and trail time; 20 students 

attended. 
o Volunteer Events: 

▪ Southwest Medical Imaging conducted a service project with approximately 20 volunteers. They worked 
around our Nature Center and Entry Station, assisting with the overabundance of weeds around the 
building(s). 

▪ A women's youth group from Gilbert, AZ provided a service day project, weeding and trimming around the 
Nature Center - 20 participated. 

o Programs: 
▪ Park Assistant, Jared, assisted with the Department's information booth at the Arizona Game and Fish 

Expo. 
 

• White Tank Mountain Regional Park 
o Volunteer Events: 

▪ White Tank Mountain Conservancy (WTMC) held meetings in our conference room on March 8. 
▪ WTMC held litter pick-ups on March 14 and 18. 
▪ WTMC and EPCOR partnered to do a litter pickup on April 8. 

o Maintenance:  
▪ Staff repaired and replaced several water leaks, sink faucets, flush valves, and shower faucets. 
▪ Repaired water lines to Arizona Game and Fish’s wildlife watering catchment. 

o Projects: 
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▪ Contractors were out to measure the entry gates and the septic tank was delivered for the new entry booth. 
▪ The chlorination shed was delivered for the water tank. 
▪ Wildlife viewing blind metal treatment is complete at the Wildlife Pond. 

o County Efforts:  
▪ Maricopa County Transportation Department completed the White Tank Mountain Regional Park 

Emergency Access Study Final Report. 
o Natural Resources:  

▪ With more than usual rain this year, we are continuing our weeding and tree trimming. 
▪ We had a 6’ Saguaro fall in a windstorm. Staff was able to upright and support the cactus. 
▪ The Desert Defenders held their Invasive Species Removal on March 9, 16, and 19. 
▪ Invasive Plant Species removal on April 6 and April 27 by Desert Defenders 

o Events:  
▪ Aravaipa Running held an impressive Mesquite Canyon Trail Run on March 11. 
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Maricopa County Parks Visitor Report 
FY23, through April 2023 

 


